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THE  TRIP 

Introduction 

This report is a record of a bird-watching trip made to Ethiopia for 18 days from 18th November to 5th December 2008.  

 

Preparation 

We had expressed an interest to Ecotours sometime previously about a bird-watching trip to Ethiopia, but due to the 
situation prevailing at that time – hostilities near the borders and a well publicised kidnapping – we decided to 
postpone it for the time being.  However, the draw of the country remained and in July 2008 we made up our minds 
to look into going there. After investigating several companies we finally decided to go with Ecotours Hungary Ltd. 
The all inclusive ground plan they proposed visited most of the best birding areas in the country and as we had 
travelled with them previously we were well aware of their capabilities. Also, most importantly of all, the tour was to 
be led by Attila Steiner who had been our guide on previous trips to various European countries as well as to Ghana.  

Flights were booked by ourselves direct with KLM flying from Birmingham, our local airport, to Addis Ababa in 
Ethiopia via Amsterdam and Khartoum in Sudan, where we stopped for refuelling on the way out. 

As with our previous trip, this trip had been well advertised by Ecotours.   

 

The Trip 

The first three nights were spent in Addis Ababa while we travelled to areas to the west  and north of the city, namely 
Geffersa Reservoir and Jemmu Gorge, as well as birding in Addis itself. Following that we travelled south through the 
Rift Valley with its various lakes before stopping at Wondo Genet with its forest and hot springs. From there we drove 
to the Bale Mountains National Park, the Sof Omar area, Sanetti Plateau and Harenna Forest. Driving across country 
we then visited the Genale River and Negele before another cross country drive west to Yabello and its Wildlife 
Sanctuary. Leaving Yabello we next moved to Lake Awassa and from there to Awash National Park. After visiting the 
fish market at Lake Awassa we drove to Village Ethiopia’s lodge at Bilen and the Awash National Park before driving 
to our last overnight stay at Ankober. We then returned to Addis Ababa for our flight home. 

The full details of the itinerary are shown in the Itinerary and Travel Notes on pages 6 to 16. 

 

Guides 

As stated above, our principle guide for the trip was Attila Steiner, Ecotour’s Principle Guide and Tour Consultant. He 
was to be joined by a local guide, Tekle Abera, who was also to be our driver. His knowledge of the country, places to 
visit and skill in driving, particularly on some of the rougher cross country roads, made for an interesting and 
enjoyable trip. In addition to Attila and Tekle we employed local guides at Dinsho and Wondo Genet.  

 

Travel 

Our mode of transport while in Ethiopia was a Toyota Land Cruiser. It was to prove to be a comfortable, spacious and 
reliable means of transport with the added advantage of being seated in a high position giving the passengers an 
elevated view point. The Land Cruiser was by far the most popular vehicle of its type in Ethiopia, including the entire 
UN fleet and it was to be seen everywhere in various vintages including quite old ones, still going strong. We travelled 
a distance of 4200km. 

 

Accommodation & Food 

We stayed at nine hotels which ranged in comfort and facilities from very good to ‘I really don’t want to stay here’. 
Having said that, they all allowed us to have a good night’s sleep, something to eat and were in good bird watching 
areas. 

The hotels were: 

The National Hotel in Addis Ababa; where once we had sorted out a decent room we had a pleasant stay. Our room 
at the rear of the hotel overlooked the gardens of the Ghion Hotel. The restaurant was open 24 hours a day which was 
useful if you wanted an early start and the food, while not brilliant, was more than acceptable. 

Bekele Molla Hotel at Langano was a bungalow hotel with adequate rooms. It was located on the shores of Lake 
Langano alongside an impressive rock escarpment. The food in the restaurant was enjoyable with the usual service on 
our first night. On the second night however, as it was a Saturday, they had put on a buffet with self service and the 
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price had been increased dramatically making it very expensive. Breakfast was taken on the terrace which was a 
pleasant experience. 

Wabe Shebelle Hotel at Wondo Genet was again a bungalow style hotel. Rooms were OK with plenty of monkeys 
and hornbills just outside. Good shower in the bathroom but the restaurant must have been designed by someone 
having a nightmare with so much unusable space. All in all a pleasant experience. 

Wabe Shebelle Hotel at Goba. Same group as the previous hotel and basically similar. Nice room and bathroom 
with a large restaurant which gave the impression of dining in a cave. An ill fitting entrance door to the restaurant 
allowed the cold wind to find its way around your feet making it a little uncomfortable. Food quite satisfactory.  

Green Hotel at Negele. It was the only hotel on the trip which failed to meet our request for twin beds. A standard 
room with a shower which consisted of a bucket of water and a jug! Overall, not a particularly pleasant experience but, 
unfortunately, it was the only hotel within striking distance of the site for the Prince Ruspoli’s Turaco.  

Mobil Hotel at Yabello. A pleasant hotel; very much a contrast to the previous one. Room reasonable size, beds 
comfortable, good bathroom with most things working and a good restaurant with a fair selection of both Ethiopian 
and Western food. Close to Yabello Wildlife Sanctuary.   

Wabe Shebelle Hotel No 2 at Awassa on the shores of the lake. Again an hotel with bungalow rooms some 4 or 5 
minute walk from the reception and restaurant. Rooms were by far the largest we had stayed in with one double bed 
and one single but generally the hotel was in need of some renovation. Restaurant and food so so.  

Bilen Lodge near Awash. This was like stepping into a different world as far as accommodation was concerned. 
Situated at Bilen in the Afar region, some 10 km from the main road to Awash along a rough dirt road, it was certainly 
quiet. The rooms were delightful thatched huts with grass on the outside and covered with reed mats on the inside, 
complete with a fully working bathroom with flush toilets and shower; all very civilised. As we were the only people 
staying there we had the undivided attention of the staff and so the service was very good and personal while the food, 
which was quite westernised, was plentiful and most enjoyable.  

Ankober Palace Lodge at Ankober was another different experience. Drawing up at the ‘entrance’ to the hotel you 
have to climb about 1000 metres to get to your room where you were welcomed by one of the staff and shown into a 
pleasant bedroom complete with everything necessary, including hot water bottles. Fortunately, you didn’t have to 
worry about your luggage as porters arrived and soon carried cases etc. up to your room – 15kg cases as if they were 
brief cases and up that slope! After catching your breath it was another climb to the restaurant perched on the top of 
the hill at 2870 metres. Well worth the effort with an excellent evening meal. There was even one of the porters to 
assist you back down to your room along the rough paths. I think they had thought of most things: It would be nice to 
spend more time there to take advantage of all they had to offer. 

Midday lunches were either taken at a local restaurant or by ordering sandwiches the previous night at the hotel we 
were staying at. If we eat in a restaurant the meal was usually roast lamb with injera. The sandwiches varied from 
chunky beef burgers and rolls to a varied selection of cheese, ham or egg. As with most of the food served in the hotels, 
these meals were filling and tasty and usually more than adequate. 

One thing that did puzzle us was the lack of chicken. Eggs were extremely plentiful being available everywhere at every 
meal, served up in a variety of ways. Chicken however, was a rare dish and hard to come by and when it was available, 
relatively expensive. If there were no chickens where did all those eggs come from? 

Weather 

On arrival in Addis Ababa the atmosphere was warm although it was late in the evening, so it was therefore a 
considerable shock to wake on the first morning to find it was so cold, possibly 3 or 4°C. What we had forgotten was 
just how high we were - some 2400 metres – which had a great bearing on the temperature until the sun rose and 
warmed things up. This was to continue with generally warm to hot and dry days and cool to cold nights for the 
majority of our stay in Ethiopia. Rain fell on just one day, day 7, when we awoke to hear water running and incorrectly 
assumed that the plumbing was at fault when in fact it was rain running off the roof from the considerable downpour. 
Fortunately, it had stopped by the time we had finished breakfast although it remained overcast and cloudy for most 
of that day. Our last day at Ankober suffered from low cloud, down below road level, until we reached lower levels.  

Conclusions 

As previously mentioned, we have held a desire to visit Ethiopia for some considerable time but other countries always 
seemed to get in the way, so it went back on the list year after year. We finally made the decision to go after travelling 
to Ghana where we experienced the birds of West Africa and developed a wish to see more of this fascinating 
continent.  

The general perception of Ethiopia to a lot of Europeans is of a poverty stricken country, covered in wind blown 
deserts and over-run by gun wielding bandits. Whenever we were asked the question ‘where are you going on holiday’ 
and answered ‘Ethiopia’, you could see a bewildered look come across their faces and they would say ‘why on earth are 
you going there’ and ‘will you be safe?’ 

Although it is a poor country, we were to find this perception to be totally wrong and what Ecotours had to say about 
the country was quite true; ‘Culturally, historically and scenically Ethiopia is one of the most extraordinary countries 
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in Africa; the land of superlatives, extremities, where Simien Wolfs roam the mountains and Lammergeiers rule the 
skies’. Well, while the number of Simien - or Ethiopian – Wolves and Lammergeiers we saw was quite small, the 
wildlife, particularly the birds, was amazing. Ethiopia has some of the highest mountains in Africa, mile after mile of 
upland forest, the impressive Rift Valley with its series of lakes and what we found so surprising, far more agriculture, 
both in the lowlands and in the highlands around such places as Ankober, than we had imagined. The people were 
pleasant, willing to ‘talk’ to you and most important, we felt safe even when in the Afar region where most young men 
were carrying guns. As with a lot of countries, children can be a problem and Ethiopia was no different. Whenever we 
stopped the car children and sometimes even young adults would materialise from nowhere and start chanting ‘you’ 
or ‘pen’ at you. Sometimes they were just curious or just wanted to talk to you and sometimes they were after a pen or 
even money; but they were more of a nuisance than a problem. It does pay to have a local such as Tekle with you who 
will quickly move them on. During the whole of the trip we only saw one genuine beggar and that was on the streets of 
Addis Ababa.  

In excess of 850 bird species have been recorded in Ethiopia and with the considerable help of our two guides we saw 
more than expected with a final total of 449 including 4 sub-species. In addition to this we saw 28 mammals and a few 
reptiles. The number of avian endemics and near endemics in Ethiopia varies depending upon which authority you 
read, but due to our travel plans we could have expected a maximum of 31; of these we saw 26 and my life list was 
increased by 120.  

Despite the few moans about accommodation, it was possibly no worse than may be expected on any birdwatching 
trip to Africa, as well as that in some other countries and a lot of it was a great deal better. The success of any bird 
watching trip relies to a large extent on the people leading it and on this trip Pam and I were fortunate in that Attila 
and Tekle worked hard to ensure we both had a successful and rewarding time. We thank them both for 16 days of 
great birding. Our desire to visit Ethiopia had been well and truly rewarded. Perhaps one day we will return to find 
those five elusive endemics! 
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Killian Mullarney, Lars Svensson et al. 1999. Collins Bird Guide. 

Ian Sinclair & Peter Ryan. 2003. Birds of South Africa South of the Sahara. 

Terry Stevenson and John Fanshawe. 2004.  Field Guide to Birds of East Africa. 

Jonathan Kingdon. 2007. The Kingdon Pocket Guide to African Mammals. 

 

Map 

Reise-Know-How. 2008. Scale 1:1 800 00. Horn of Africa, Ethiopia, Somalia, Eritrea & Djibouti (Generally 
quite a good map but with a few errors and some smaller roads missing. 

 

ITINERARY AND TRAVEL NOTES 

 

What follows is a summary of the places and various sites visited on our trip to Ethiopia together with details of some 
of the birds seen and heard. The first time sighting of a bird seen or heard is shown in bold, endemics are underlined, 
while any mention of a bird not seen is shown in italics. 

For complete details of all the birds seen, please refer to the Systematic Lists on page 17. 

 

Day 1: Tuesday, 18th November 

Route: Flight from Birmingham to Addis Ababa via Amsterdam. 

An early rise to drive to Birmingham International Airport, park the car, check-in and then wait forever – or so it 
seemed – due to an extended security check time. As it happened the security check took all of five minutes! The flight 
on a KLM Boeing 737-400 took off about 30 minutes late but as we had a 2 hour wait in Amsterdam for our 
connection we were not unduly concerned. 

After the usual uncomfortable wait in Schiphol Airport at Amsterdam – nowhere to sit so you pass the time standing – 
we were loaded onto our very full KLM A330-200 and finally departed again some 30 minutes late. The plane stopped 

http://www.ecotours.hu/
mailto:info@ecotours.hu
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en-route for refuelling at Khartoum for about an hour and finally arrived at Addis Ababa at 21.30, some 35 minutes 
early. However, this advantage soon disappeared as we waited to obtain our visas. We had read various stories about 
how fast or slow this procedure was and we were just unfortunate in that we were travelling on the same plane as a 
school party who all required visas.  

Having obtained the necessary paperwork we were then checked by a very pleasant Immigration official, collected our 
luggage, met our driver who then drove us directly to the hotel. It was to be some days before we finally acclimatised 
to the rarefied atmosphere! 

As we had arrived in the dark we were unable to see anything of our surroundings or to do any birdwatching. After 
changing rooms from one with the smallest double bed you have ever seen to one with proper sized twin beds, we 
finally fell asleep around midnight after a very long and tiring day.  

Night at the National Hotel, Addis Ababa. 

 

Day 2: Wednesday, 19th November 

Route: Addis Ababa – Gardens of Ghion Hotel – Geffersa Reservoir – Addis Ababa 

Awoke about 06.00 surprised at just how cold it was. The sun had not yet risen over the nearby hill and the 
temperature must have been no more than 3 or 4°C, not surprising when we realised we were nearly 2400 metres 
above sea level. 

However, our sprits were soon raised when we looked out of the window and the first bird we saw was an endemic; a 
White-collared Pigeon. Others seen were Pied Crow, Speckled Pigeon and Slender-billed Starling. At 
breakfast we were joined by Attila who had arrived at the hotel at 4am and was in greater need of sleep than we had 
been. Following breakfast and the first of the very many eggs we were to consume during our time in Ethiopia, we 
moved to a new room at the rear of the hotel. This was a great improvement as not only was it a great deal quieter, it 
overlooked the gardens of the adjacent Ghion Hotel so we could bird-watch from the room. The rooms at the back of 
the hotel are a must for any bird-watcher staying there.  

Introductions and room moving over, we set off to visit the gardens. Once in the gardens and away from the bustle of 
the city, we were in a different world; plenty of trees, well tended flower beds and lawns and most important, plenty of 
birds. Those seen included Wattled Ibis, Yellow-billed Kite, Hooded Vulture, Red-eyed Dove, Speckled 
Mousebird, Blue-breasted Bee-eater, Plain Martin, Groundscraper Thrush, Abyssinian Slaty and 
African Dusky Flycatchers, Tacazze Sunbird, Thick-billed Raven, Swainson’s Sparrow and both Brown-
rumped and Streaky Seedeaters.  

Having worked up an appetite, we were introduced to our first taste of Ethiopian food when Tekle took us to a typical 
local restaurant for lunch. Here we had Injera, the national bread of Ethiopia, which is a huge fermented pancake 
served on a very large dish onto which meat, roast lamb in our case, and other food is tipped. To eat you pull off pieces 
of the injera and use it to wrap up the food and then eat with your fingers. Very tasty and filling but not something I 
would like every day. 

In the afternoon we set off for the Geffersa Reservoir, some 20km west of Addis Ababa. After a spot of bother getting 
to the dam due to over officious guards at the entrance and civil work being carried out, we finally got to the reservoir 
where we had views of Little and Great Crested Grebe, Great Cormorant, Great and Cattle Egret plus one of 
the few Intermediate Egret we were to see, Sacred and Glossy Ibis, African Spoonbill, Blue-winged and 
Egyptian Goose, various ducks, one of only two Black Kite seen, Black-winged Stilt, Spur-winged Plover, 
Green, Wood and Common Sandpipers, Broad-ringed White-eye, Baglafecht Weaver and Yellow-
crowned Canary. Leaving the dam area we turned north on reaching the road and drove a few kilometres until we 
met the north end of the reservoir. Viewing from the road we were able to see a lot of the birds seen at the dam plus 
Grey Heron, Yellow-billed Stork, close view of an Augur Buzzard sitting on top of a nearby telegraph pole, 
Red-knobbed Coot, Three-banded Plover, Ethiopian and Red-rumped Swallow, a few wagtails, Mountain 
Thrush and Yellow-bellied Waxbill. Driving along the road we saw Common Bulbul and Stonechat. 

We then returned to Addis Ababa to spend the night at the National Hotel and have dinner there. However, it turned 
out to be a meal by candlelight as the hotel had lost all its lighting and we had to scramble about using candles. Most 
romantic! A nice introduction to Ethiopia with an easy day which we found necessary as we slowly adjusted to the 
height and a more rarefied atmosphere than we were used to. 

Birds Seen Today:   62          New Birds:   62              Total To Date:   62 

 

Day 3: Thursday, 20th November 

Route: Addis Ababa – Sululta Plains - Jemmu Gorge - Debre Libanos - Addis Ababa. 

It was still dark when we awoke so no birding was done from our room before breakfast and just after at 6am we set 
off to go north to Debre Libanos and the Jemmu Gorge. Birds seen along the way included Little Egret, Augur 
Buzzard and a nice Lanner Falcon, Common Fiscal, Northern Puffback, Greater Blue-eared Glossy 
Starling and Cape Crow as well as some of the birds we had already seen. Once in the Jemmu Gorge there were 
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birds in abundance; at our first stop we had a fly-by of five Rueppell’s Griffon Vulture at the same height as us, 
Tawny Eagle, Nyanza Swift, up to 10 Blue-breasted Bee-eater, Hemprich’s Hornbill, Barn Swallow, Little 
Rock Thrush, Brown Woodland-warbler, Green-backed Camaroptera, a small flock of White-rumped 
Babbler, African Black-headed Oriole, Broad-ringed White-eye, 8 Rueppell’s Chat, Fan-tailed Raven, 
Ortolan Bunting and Cinnamon-breasted Bunting among others. A number of Harwood’s Francolin were 
heard calling from a nearby hillside but never seen. 

A walk down to the Portuguese Bridge added Booted Eagle, Lesser Kestrel, Long-billed Pipit, Mocking Cliff-
chat, Tawny-flanked Prinia, Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff and Lesser Whitethroat to the list. Also seen were 
3 Erckel’s Francolin in the distance and a small troop of Gelada Baboons; what a pity I’d left my camera back in the 
car.  

Pam had decided to sit this walk out as she was still finding it hard to adjust to the altitude, coupled with the fact she 
had acquired a chest complaint which was making any exertion difficult. After the walk to the bridge and back I wish 
I’d stayed with her; it certainly made you puff, as well as having to be careful where you were walking due to the 
uneven terrain! We then drove to the nearby town of Fiche for lunch; roast lamb and injera again. Very nice. 

After that we retraced our steps and just passed the entrance to the Portuguese Bridge we turned left, stopping by a 
pool at the edge of a village to see Marsh Sandpiper, Ruff, Mountain Thrush and Red-cheeked Cordonbleu. On 
the opposite side of the road there was a very large fig tree with branches that spread over both the road and the pool. 
As well as the tree containing a number of what looked like large cut-off tree trunks, but were in fact bee hives, it was 
alive with birds including Bruce’s Green Pigeon, Dusky Turtle Dove, White-cheeked Turaco, Blackcap, 
Variable Sunbird and White-billed Starling. From there we drove along the road to the Debre Libanos 
Monastery and walked someway up the hill to the right towards the cave. Here we had nice views of Banded Barbet, 
and African Paradise-flycatcher.  

On the return journey we stopped a couple of times on the grasslands of the Sululta Plain where we saw White-
headed Vulture, another Tawny Eagle as well as Augur Buzzard, Eurasian Kestrel, Erlanger’s Lark, Thekla 
Lark, Red-throated Pipit, Pectoral-patch Cisticola, Black-eared, Isabelline and Red-breasted 
Wheatears and Abyssinian Siskin. Others seen during the day included Squacco Heron, Eurasian Wigeon, 
Tufted Duck, Pied Avocet, Ruff, Yellow and Mountain Wagtails and Red-billed Oxpecker. 

We arrived back at Addis to stay at the National Hotel for another night, but as it was dark we were unable to take 
advantage of the bird-watching possibilities of our room, which was a shame. But as we had seen in excess of 100 
species today we were not too upset. A very reasonable dinner and drinks were taken in the hotel before retiring early 
for the night, hopefully without the constant noise of the traffic we had suffered the night before. 

Birds Seen Today:   105        New Birds:   56             Total To Date:   118 

 

Day 4: Friday, 21st November 

Route: Addis Ababa – Debre Zeyt – Chelekleka Marsh – Koka Lake – Lake Ziway – Langano 

We have reached the conclusion that Addis Ababa is a noisy city. While we didn’t have the noise of the traffic last night 
we did have the almost constant noise from the local church with their much amplified ‘music’. This went on 
throughout the night and although I’m glad to say it wasn’t that loud that it kept us awake, it was there whenever we 
woke up which made getting back to sleep all that more difficult. I’m glad that we were at the back of the hotel, well 
away from the road and the churches’ loudspeakers. 

Up at first light, about 06.30, to do a spot of bird watching from the bedroom. After that we had an early breakfast, 
loaded up the car, paid a lengthy visit to the local bank to change some money, paid a visit to a local pharmacy to get 
Pam some relief for her chest problem and drove off out of Addis. We were heading south towards the Rift Valley and 
its lakes and as we drove through the heavy traffic on the main road we passed several accidents. The Ethiopians seem 
to have a rather blasé attitude to road safety with pedestrian walking aimlessly in the road and crossing without 
looking, drivers just pulling out into the traffic stream, particularly taxi drivers, with a general attitude that ‘I must be 
first’. I’m surprised more people aren’t hurt on the roads.  

We drove through Akaki and Debre Zeyt to reach our first stop at Lake Hora. Here we saw about 25 Pink-backed 
Pelican in a tree, plenty of Long-tailed Cormorant, Darter, Great Egret, Hamerkop, Eurasian Buzzard, Red-
knobbed Coot, Common Moorhen, Gull-billed Tern, African Morning Dove, African Emerald Cuckoo, 
Sand Martin, Malachite Kingfisher, Grey-headed Kingfisher, African Paradise Flycatcher, male Scarlet-
chested Sunbird, Variable Sunbird, Common Fiscal, Mariqua Sunbird, Rueppell’s Glossy Starling, Vitelline 
Masked Weaver, Red-billed Firefinch, Village Indigobird and Reichenow’s Seed-eater. 

At Chelekleka Marsh we added Squacco Heron, Cattle Egret, Marabou Stork, 6 African Spoonbill, White-faced 
Whistling-duck, Fulvous Whistling-duck, 20+ White-backed Duck, Hottentot Teal, a pair of Garganey, 
Southern Pochard, Western Marsh Harrier, Common Crane, African Jacana, Spur-winged Plover, Plain-
backed Pipit, Beautiful Sunbird, and Straw-tailed Whydah. As we left the marsh we found two large Agma 
lizards basking on a tree trunk which was a good photo opportunity.  
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Leaving Chelekleka we headed for Mojo for lunch, seeing a Lanner Falcon, Eurasian Hobby and Abyssinian 
Roller on the way, before moving on to Koka Dam. The birds here were almost outnumbered by the local school 
children anxious to see what we were up to or to beg a pen – or perhaps money – from us. The situation was only 
saved by Tekle who soon had them moved on – thankfully. Around the lake there were Darter, Goliath Heron, 
plenty of African Fish Eagle in various plumages, Greater Spotted Eagle, various sandpipers, Little Stint, 
Namaqua Dove, White-browed Coucal, up to 5 Pied Kingfishers, Little Bee-eater, Grey-headed 
Woodpecker, African Pied Wagtail, up to 6 Rattling Cisticola, a Thrush Nightingale heard calling, Superb 
Starling, Pin-tailed and Straw-tailed Whydah, White-browed Sparrow-weaver. Also seen was our first 
antelope; a Bohor Reedbuck, seemingly at home in the damp edges of the lake. 

At Lake Ziway we walked down a man made ‘jetty’ which extended into the lake and made an excellent platform. Apart 
from the numerous Cattle Egret, Hamerkop, Marabou Stork and Sacred Ibis, we saw a flock of 9 Spur-winged 
Geese, Steppe Eagle, Senegal Thick-knee, Black Crake, Common Ringed Plover, Three-banded Plover, 
Marsh Sandpiper, Black-tailed Godwit, Common Greenshank, Grey-headed Gull, Whiskered Tern, 
White-winged Tern, another Malachite Kingfisher, Blue-cheeked Bee-eater, Northern Carmine Bee-eater, 
Sedge Warbler and Spectacled and Northern Masked Weavers.  

After an excellent days birding with 64 new species seen for the trip and a total of 30 ‘lifers’ for me seen in the past 
three days, we drove to the Bekele Molla Hotel at Langano where we were to stay for two nights. Arriving in the dark 
meant no birding but we looked forward to tomorrow after a good nights sleep. 

Birds Seen Today:   120           New Birds:   63              Total To Date:   181 

 

Day 5: Saturday, 22nd November 

Route: Lake Langano – Bishangari Forest - Lake Langano 

A walk around the hotel grounds before breakfast produced Great White Pelican, Egyptian Vulture, Tawny 
Eagle, Collared Pratincole, Black-winged Lovebird, Laughing Dove, White-bellied Go-away-bird, Blue-
naped Mousebird, Hemprich’s Hornbill, African Grey Hornbill, Red-fronted Tinkerbird, a pair of Red-
fronted Barbet, Black-billed Barbet, Rufous Chatterer, 5 White-headed Buffalo-weaver and Rueppell’s 
Weaver, while on the escarpment we could see a number of Common Rock Hyrax. Breakfast was taken on the terrace 
of the restaurant which was very pleasant in the early morning sun while we watched the antics of various birds in the 
nearby trees. 

Following breakfast we drove to various points around the lake including the ‘village’ of Bishangari and its forest 
where we walked the Lodge Walk. During the day we were to see Bateleur, Pallid Harrier, a Western Banded 
Snake-eagle giving good views while sitting on an open branch, Ovampo Sparrowhawk, Imperial Eagle, 
Pygmy Falcon, 2 Crowned Lapwing, Lesser Black-backed and Great Black-headed Gulls, Emerald-
spotted and Blue-spotted Wood-doves, Bare-faced Go-away-bird, Lilac-breasted Roller, Eurasian 
Hoopoe, Red-billed and Silvery-cheeked Hornbills, Double-toothed Barbet, 3 Grey-headed 
Woodpecker, Nubian Woodpecker, Black Saw-wing, Red-faced Crombec, Common Redstart, 4 
Collared Sunbird, Eurasian Golden Oriole, small party of Grey-backed Fiscal, Northern Puffback, Tropical 
Boubou, Forked-tail Drongo, Little Weaver, Bronze Mannikin, Fan-tailed Raven, Slender-billed Starling, 
White-browed Robin-chat and Spectacled and Red-headed Weavers. A Nightingale was heard singing. 

At a stop by a roadside pool we saw Common Snipe, Marsh Sandpiper, Ruff and 3 Black-billed Woodhoopoe. 
Others seen included Dark Chanting-Goshawk, Eastern Olivaceous Warbler, Black-headed Batis and as we 
walked away from our lunch stop at Wabe Shebelle Hotel by the lake we were approached by some local lads who 
offered to show us an owl which turned out to be a Greyish Eagle-owl.  

With that we returned to the Bekele Molla Hotel at Langano for our evening meal and an early night. As it was 
Saturday the meal was buffet style, which was good with all you could eat.    

Birds Seen Today:   107           New Birds:   52              Total To Date:   233 

 

Day 6: Sunday, 23rd November 

Route: Lake Langano – Abiyata-Shalla National Park – Shashameme - Wondo Genet 

A walk before breakfast beneath the cliffs and in the acacia woodland just as the sun was rising produced a pair of 
White-winged Black-Tit as well as Tropical Boubou, Splendid Starling, a Slate-colored Boubou, Bearded 
Woodpecker and some of the birds seen yesterday. After another breakfast on the terrace watching the birds in the 
nearby trees we left the Bekele Molla Lodge, crossed the road and entered the Abiyata-Shalla National Park. Here we 
first drove between the two lakes, Abiyata and Shalla, and would have stopped for a time at the view point but for the 
crowd of lads insistent on us buying souvenirs. We therefore drove on through the somewhat degraded woodland and 
descended down towards the northern shore of Lake Abiyata. Here we missed the usual track and found ourselves on 
a track which had been badly eroded by the rain and which gave us a few anxious moments as Tekle expertly lowered 
the Land Cruiser gently down the ever increasing slope. Once at the bottom we drove to the shore level to see many 
hundreds of House Martins flying around as well as Eared (Black-necked) Grebe, Greater & Lesser 
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Flamingos, Cape Teal, Kori Bustard, 5 Kittlitz’s Plover, Lilac-breasted Roller, Von der Decken’s Hornbill, 
as many as 8 Abyssinian Ground Hornbill including a pair perched preening in a nearby tree giving excellent 
photographic opportunities. Also seen were African Pipit, Rufous-tailed Rock-thrush, Pied Wheatear, 
Wattled Starling, Woodchat Shrike, Southern Grey Shrike, Northern White-crowned Shrike and 6 Red-
billed Oxpecker, 4 on one cow. 

With that we drove to Bulbula for a lunch of injera with roast lamb before setting off for Wondo Genet. We drove 
south along the well surfaced road number 6 to Shashameme before tuning off just past the town and headed for our 
destination. Outside of Addis Ababa, the towns we had seen generally had a fair amount of litter scattered around, 
mostly covering the pavements. Wondo Genet was to be an exception however; it was the most litter covered town I 
had ever seen with paper and packets strewn across pavement and road with nobody seeming to care. Fortunately, our 
hotel was just out of town at the foot of the hill leading to the forest and was away from the worst of it. We were soon 
registered and booked in and as we walked to our room, we looked back to see Tekle talking to a man in a white coat. 
This turned out to be the local bird guide, Mekonnan I believe, who had recognised us as bird-watchers as soon as we 
had driven in. He was to prove to be knowledgeable regarding the birds in the area and together with his young 
assistant took us up the hill into the forest at the rear of the hotel. The young assistant, who was studying ornithology 
at a local university, was most concerned with the amount of tree cutting and felling that was being carried out in the 
area. As he said, what would be the attraction to visitors, particularly birdwatchers, if the forest was to be destroyed? 
However, at the moment there is still plenty of forest left and we were to see Long-crested Eagle, Pin-tailed 
Whydah, African Olive Pigeon, Lemon Dove, up to 6 Yellow-fronted Parrot, Red-fronted and Banded Barbet, 
Alpine Swift, Lesser Honeyguide, Abyssinian Ground-thrush, Singing Cisticola, Black-headed Batis, 
Variable Sunbird, Olive Sunbird, Dark-headed Oriole, 3 Sharpe’s Starling, Green-backed Twinspot and 
an African Citril. In the gardens of the hotel we were to see plenty of Vervet Monkeys and Silvery-cheeked 
Hornbills. 

On our way back down the hill and near the town, we met a group of women who pointed out to us a Spotted Hyaena 
crossing one of the fields in the fading light. 

Pam, who was still feeling the affects of her chest complaint, had left us and had been escorted back to the hotel by the 
young assistant; a very pleasant and knowledge couple of guides. Recommended.  

As we were staying at the Wabe Shebelle Hotel at Wondo Genet we had our evening meal in their unusual shaped 
restaurant, but the food was quite satisfactory. An enjoyable day with a good selection of new birds.   

Birds Seen Today:   119         New Birds:   32              Total To Date:   265 

 

Day 7: Monday, 24th November 

Route: Wondo Genet – Bale Mountain National Park - Shashameme – Dinsho – Goba 

Left the room just before 6.00am while it was still dark to go for a pre breakfast walk and meet up with our guides of 
yesterday for another excursion into the forest. As we stepped out of the room we were met by the noise of the crowd 
of Grivet Monkeys nearby in the gardens. What with those and the Silvery-cheeked Hornbills it was a wonder we got 
any sleep at all! Birds seen on the walk included Eurasian Buzzard, Black-winged Lovebird, Yellow-fronted Parrot, 
Woodland Kingfisher, Half-collared Kingfisher, Broad-billed Roller, Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird, 
Double-toothed Barbet, our only sighting of a Abyssinian Woodpecker, Black Saw-wing, Mountain Wagtail, 
White-rumped Babbler, Bronze Mannikin, Pin-tailed Whydah, African Firefinch, African Citril, Brown-rumped 
Seedeater and Streaky Seedeater. The walk ended by following the water of the hot spring as it made its way down to 
the pools near the hotel. The pools looked very inviting but time was pressing and so following breakfast, eggs again, 
we packed up and said our farewells to Wondo Genet and the two bird guides. 

We drove back to Shashameme and then took the road to Goba which will eventually take you all the way to 
Mogadishu in Somalia. While we weren’t going that far, the Chinese evidently had an interest in it as they were 
rebuilding the road for the Ethiopians. This is to be a wide two lane road and a great improvement on the existing 
road. In the meanwhile we had to negotiate the road works constantly swapping from the old road to the new and back 
again; very time consuming. Bird seen while stopping at various places along the road included Hamerkop, Hadeda 
Ibis, Black Stork, a number of Blue-winged Geese, Yellow-billed Duck, African Fish Eagle, White-backed and 
Rueppell’s Griffon Vultures, Eurasian and Augur Buzzards, Tawny Eagle, 4 Chestnut-naped Francolin, at least 60 
Black-winged Lapwing, Spot-breasted Lapwing, White-collared Pigeon, a pair of Tambourine Dove, 
Klaas’s Cuckoo, Thekla Lark, Grey-rumped Swallow, various Wagtails, African and Red-throated Pipits, a small 
flock of at least 10 Groundscraper Thrush, African Stonechat, Pied and Red-breasted Wheatears, Moorland Chat, 
Rueppell’s Chat, and at least 10 Yellow Bishop.  

Along the road we were to see a surprising number of Rouget’s Rail; it seemed that they were every few metres in 
some places. While travelling through the mountain section of the road, before we got to Dinsho, we had views of a 
flock of at least 200 Red-billed Chough flying and performing in front of us while 2 Lammergeier flew overhead!  

Our last but one stop of the day was at the headquarters of the Bale Mountains National Park at Dinsho. Here we were 
taken by one of the Wardens or Rangers on a short walk to see a pair of Abyssinian Nightjar sitting quietly beneath 
a small rock overhang. The camouflage of these birds is so good that despite being only some 2 to 2½ metres from 
them it was some moments before I realised that there were not one but two of them. Why is it that at times like this 
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you always forget to take your camera?!! On our walk back to the car we had a virtual ‘fact to face’ with one of the 
many Mountain Nyala that are around that area.  

We than drove on to our stop for the night at Goba, the Wabe Shebelle Hotel, where we had a pleasant evening meal in 
their cavernous dining room with just two other guests besides ourselves.  

An interesting day with a fair amount of travelling. Fewer new species that previous days but enjoyable none the less.   

Birds Seen Today:   89              New Birds:   20             Total To Date:   285 

 

Day 8: Tuesday, 25th November 

Route: Goba – Sof Omar – Robe – Goba 

Woke up this morning after a good and comfortable nights sleep to the sound of running water. Our first thoughts 
were that the always suspect plumbing had become problematic and we were about to find the floor flooded or the 
toilet over flowing or some other catastrophe. However, when I stuck my head out of the front door I was surprised to 
find that it was raining hard and water was pouring off the roof and into a low walled garden which had now become a 
pool. This weather was very much in contrast to yesterday and called for a change of plans. As there would probably be 
low cloud on the Sanetti Plateau we headed off to Sof Omar some 100 km east of Goba. The Chinese had not yet 
started upgrading the road past Goba and so we were able to travel much faster along the old road. Birds seen along 
the way included 1 of 3 Black-shouldered Kites we were to see today, Western Marsh Harrier, Pallid Harrier, 
Augur Buzzard, Lanner Falcon, the ubiquitous Speckled Pigeon, Erlanger’s Lark, Red-throated Pipit, Whinchat, 
Stonechat, Groundscraper Thrush, plenty of Abyssinian Siskin, Winding Cisticola and Cape Crow.  

Once past the village of Sof Omar we drove down a hill and where the road turned sharp left parked in a sparsely 
wooded area on the left of the road. Here we were to see Tawny Eagle, African Hawk-eagle, Ring-necked Dove, 
Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove, Blue-breasted Bee-eater, Dark-capped Bulbul, 3 Brown-tailed Chat, Collared 
Sunbird, Shining Sunbird, Northern White-crowned Shrike, Red-winged Starling, White-headed Buffalo-
weaver, 4 Salvadori’s Serin and Eastern Orphean Warbler. While birding in the area we were approached by a 
local gentleman who offered to take us to see an owl (species unknown). We followed him for some time without 
seeing the owl but we eventually arrived at the emergence of the Web River at the Holuca Resurgence. An interesting 
experience, but no birds! 

While searching for and viewing the Salvadori’s Serin Attila had the misfortune to set his telescope down on some very 
uneven ground when, despite a heroic effort on the part of Tekle, it fell and broke the connection between ‘scope and 
tripod. As this was the only ‘scope between us it presented somewhat of a tragedy and a quick fix was demanded. 
Therefore, on our return to Goba we called in at Robe and found a small workshop where the owner was willing and 
able – or so he told us – to repair the problem. So after about 90 minutes we emerged from the workshop, the ‘scope 
foot and tripod once again satisfactory connected. Another example of the willingness of the Ethiopians to help and 
their expertise in carrying out the work. 

After that we returned to Goba and the Wabe Shebelle Hotel for another evening meal in their cave like dining room, 
although with a few more people this time. 

Birds Seen Today:   61              New Birds:   11              Total To Date:   296 

 

Day 9: Wednesday, 26th November 

Route: Goba – Sanetti Plateau – Harenna Forest - Genale River - Negele 

We woke after another restful nights sleep to learn the good news that Pam was feeling a lot better and seemed to have 
got rid of her respiratory problem, so now, hopefully, she will be able to really enjoy the trip to the full. The weather 
today was again in contrast to the previous day with clear blue skies and bright sunshine and we set off after breakfast 
just after 7.00am. On the outskirts of Goba we passed a Bamboo Market and in a short while we passed horses which 
were dragging large bundles of bamboo strapped to each side of the saddle; obviously going to the market. Bamboo is 
a fast growing plant which was just as well from the considerable amount that was being taken to market. We were 
soon on the Sanetti Plateau which although part of the Bale Mountains National Park is heavily used by the local 
population for grazing, wood collection etc. Not for the first time have we noticed that Ethiopia does not appear to 
treat its national parks with the consideration they obviously deserve and you get the impression that unless 
something is done and stricter controls are rapidly introduced, the parks and forests will become so degraded it will be 
pointless in trying to maintain them. Perhaps they should look to other African countries that are managing their 
national parks and wildlife areas very successfully and getting a financial return from them.  

Once on the Plateau we were surprised to see the almost tropical looking Lobelia rynchopetalum in large numbers, but 
it did seem to be the most numerous large plant there. Birds seen as we drove over the highest road in Ethiopia at  
something like 4300 metres included Wattled Ibis, Blue-winged Goose, Ruddy Shelduck, Augur Buzzard, Tawny 
Eagle, Moorland Francolin, Chestnut-naped Francolin, African Snipe, Common Swift, Spot-breasted Lapwing, 
plenty of Thekla Lark, Northern Wheatear, Moorland Chat, the endemic Abyssinian Catbird and White-
backed Black-tit and Abyssinian Siskin. While high on the Plateau we had good and long views of an Ethiopian Wolf 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Holuca_Resurgence&action=edit&redlink=1
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as it came towards us, seeming to have little fear, as it hunted and caught a Mole Rat. At one stage it even sat down 
and gave out a few yells in our direction before continuing its hunting.  

Other birds seen as we dropped down from the Plain and drove through the Harenna Forest and then on to Negele 
included Abdim’s Stork, Banded Snake-eagle, Bateleur, Steppe Eagle, Scaly Francolin, Black-billed Wood-
dove, Blue-spotted Wood-dove, Levaillant’s Cuckoo, Klaas’s Cuckoo, Woodland Kingfisher, Striped Kingfisher, 
Lilac-breasted Roller, Von der Decken’s Hornbill, Red-fronted Tinkerbird, Wire-tailed Swallow, Dark-capped 
Bulbul, Tawny-flanked Prinia, Northern Black-flycatcher, Fork-tailed Drongo, Golden-breasted Starling, 
Shelley’s Starling, White-winged Widowbird, many Yellow-crowned Canary, Abyssinian Crimson-wing and 
Yellow-bellied Waxbill. 

We arrived at Negele and booked into Green Hotel in the dark only to be told we had no reservations. This was wrong 
of course, but we believe a larger party who had arrived just before us had been given our rooms. After a great deal of 
bickering we finally managed to get standard rooms. Standard rooms include a shower – bucket & jug – but you wash 
at the communal sink and the toilet was the traditional hole in the ground a little further down the yard. The choice 
for our evening meal was spaghetti or nothing; we chose spaghetti!  

Birds Seen Today:   87              New Birds:   17              Total To Date:   313 

 

Day 10: Thursday, 27th November 

Route: Negele – Liben Plains – Towards Kibre Mengist – Negele 

Despite the problems with the rooms we all seem to have had a decent nights sleep and were ready first thing to head 
up towards Kibre Mengist to see if we could find the much sort after Prince Ruspoli’s Turaco and later to head out 
along the road number 44 east to get to the Liben Plains to see the Sidamo Lark .  

While still at the hotel we had a Grey-headed Bushshrike, in the grounds. We then drove west towards Kibre 
Mengist. Before reaching the town we found our objective which was good but initially brief views of 3 Prince 
Ruspoli’s Turaco as they moved around in a large Fig Tree at the edge of the road. We did obtain better views of this 
most attractive bird before turning around and driving back to Negele. On the return journey we stopped  at various 
places en-route to see Black-chested Snake-eagle, Red-bellied Parrot, Eurasian Hoopoe, Red & Yellow 
Barbet, Yellow-breasted Apalis, Green-backed Camaroptera, a single Magpie Starling and a Black-backed 
Jackal as it strode nonchalantly across the road just in front of us. But perhaps the most telling moment was when a 
goatherd walked up towards us as we were standing by the side of the road, passed us with a nod of the head in 
greeting and walked into the bush closely followed by his goats and his young son who was carrying one of the very 
young kids. It gave an indication of just how fragile life must be in Ethiopia. We then returned to the hotel for lunch 
before heading. to the Plains and the surrounding area, which was reached by driving some 15 kilometres east and 
turning right for a couple of kilometres; here we saw Little Grebe, Hamerkop, 17 White Stork, Short-toed Snake-
eagle, Tawny Eagle, Kori Bustard, 12 Black-winged Lapwing, Greenshank, Green, Wood and Common Sandpipers, 
Namaqua Dove, Great Spotted Cuckoo, Rufous-crowned Roller, Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird, Nubian 
Woodpecker, yet another Isabelline Wheatear, Northern Wheatear, Three-streaked Tchagra, 10 White-crowned 
Starling, Dwarf Raven, White-headed Buffalo-weaver, Speke’s Weaver, Shelley’s Rufous Sparrow and Red-
cheeked Cordonbleu.  

During the day we had also seen 5 Bateleur, 10 Crowned Lapwing, Tiny Cisticola, Violet-backed Starling, Red-
billed Buffalo-Weaver and Grey-headed Social-weaver. 

We then returned to the Green Hotel and despite a basic scratch evening meal and a move to a better (?) room the day 
was saved by the birds. The birdwatching had been excellent and the discomforts of the hotel were worth enduring for 
what turned out to be a most enjoyable but tiring day with the expectations of better tomorrow. 

Birds Seen Today:   70              New Birds:   21             Total To Date:   334 

 

Day 11: Friday, 28th November 

Route: Negele - Liben Plains –Yabello 

Despite an early night, little sleep was got due to loud Ethiopian pop music until late and then the call to the faithful 
from 3.30 in the morning.  A call for breakfast at 6.00am finally arrived at 6.45 after which we drove off in the already 
loaded car for a return visit to the Liben Plains. Our stay at the hotel was an experience which in some perverse way 
contributed to the enjoyment of the trip; perhaps it was the birds or the anticipation of something better!  

Once on the Liben Plains we had Wire-tailed Swallow, Speckled Mousebird and a flock of 20+ Black-winged Lapwing 
sitting in the road who took off as we approached and flew further along the road, but then took off again as we 
approached them and flew further along the road. This was to be repeted for about half kilometre. We parked the car 
and walked about 800 metres onto the Plain itself where after a great deal of searching we finally found about 6 
Somali Short-toed Lark and a single Sidamo Lark. 

With that we set off for the long and slow drive to Yabello along mostly dirt roads badly affected by the recent rains 
with sections washed away and roughly filled with rocks to allow cars to pass. Never-the-less, Tekle managed to 
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maintain a good speed and we were arrived at Yabello just before it got dark. Plenty of birds were seen along the way 
and included 4 Bateleur, Eastern Chanting-goshawk, Shikra, Tawny Eagle, 2 Martial Eagle; 1 adult 1 young, 
Pygmy Falcon, Grey Kestrel, Crested Francolin and Yellow-necked Francolin, over 30 Vulturine 
Guineafowl,  4 Kori Bustard, White-bellied and Buff-crested Bustards, Cream-colored Courser, White-
winged Collared-Dove, Red-bellied Parrot, Striped Kingfisher, Broad-billed Roller, Abyssinian Scimitar-
bill, Eastern Yellow-billed Hornbill, Black-throated Barbet, Red & Yellow Barbet, Cardinal Woodpecker, 
Dodson’s Bulbul, Northern Brownbul and Rufous-tailed Rock-Thrush. Also seen were African Bare-eyed 
Thrush, Buff-bellied Warbler, Banded Warbler, Somali Crombec, Pale Flycatcher and African Grey 
Flycatcher, Pygmy Batis, Black-bellied Sunbird, White-breasted White-eye, African Golden Oriole, 
Taita Fiscal, Brubru, Pringle’s Puffback, 6 White Helmetshrike, the first of many Stresemann’s Bush-
crow, Parrot-billed Sparrow, Yellow-spotted Petronia, Black-capped Social-weaver, Purple Grenadier, 
Reichenow’s Seedeater and a Somali Bunting. The only bird we had missed out on was the White-tailed Swallow; 
but we’ll look for that tomorrow.  

An excellent days birding with the highest number of new birds seen on the trip, apart from the first few days. 
Mammals seen included Olive Baboon, Unstriped Ground Squirrel, Cape Hare, 6 Warthog, Gunther’s Dikdik, Lesser 
Kudu and Common Duiker. An interesting feature of the landscape along the road was the large number of termite 
mounds. These were tall, narrow edifices, up to 50cm wide at the base and 8 metres high and very red. 

And coupled with that we had arrived at a pleasant hotel, Mobil Hotel, Yabello, with a nice bedroom and working 
bathroom and a restaurant with a good and varied menu. What more could you want? 

Birds Seen Today:   100             New Birds:   38             Total To Date:   372 

 

Day 12: Saturday, 29th November 

Route: Around Yabello and the Yabello Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Out at 6.30am just before dawn and an early drive down the main road towards the Kenyan border, about 20 km 
south of Yabello, produced lots of the ever cheerful chirruping of Swainson’s Sparrow as well as Augur Buzzard, 
Tawny Eagle, more Vulturine Guineafowl, Hoopoe, Foxy Lark, Lesser Striped-swallow, Boran Cisticola, 
Somali Tit, Purple-banded Sunbird, plenty more Stresemann’s Bush-crow, Wattled Starling, Red-winged 
Starling and Shelley’s Rufous Sparrow among others. After breakfast we drove around the Yabello Wildlife Sanctuary 
but the only wildlife we saw, apart from the birds, were camels and they sounded very bad tempered and I don’t 
expect they were wild. Birds seen included White headed Vulture, Eastern Chanting-goshawk, Gabar Goshawk, 
Wahlberg’s Eagle, Pied Cuckoo, Little Bee-eater, Rufous-crowned Roller, Yellow-bellied Eremomela, Brown 
Woodland-Warbler, Slate-colored Boubou, 4 Rosy-patched Bushshrike, White Helmetshrike with young, another 
Yellow-spotted Petronia, Black-capped Social-Weaver, Lesser Masked Weaver, Red-headed Weaver and a few 
Yellow-fronted and White-bellied Canaries.   

It was at this stage that the Green Hotel came back to haunt me as I had to take to my bed with stomach problems 
which had been getting gradually worse over the past couple of days, and let Pam and Attila go off to see what they 
could find. At 3.00pm they drove back south along the main road and turned off onto the dirt road to the first village 
we had passed the previous day. Around this area they were to have sightings of 4 White-tailed Swallows as well as 
Martial Eagle, African Grey Hornbill, D’Arnaud’s Barbet, African Bare-eyed Thrush, Banded Warbler, White-
browed (or Red-backed) Scrub-robin and a Three-streaked Tchagra as well as other birds seen previously.  

To pacify me for having missed out on a few birds, including the Swallow, we retreated to the restaurant for a nice, but 
light meal before retiring early to the comforts of the Mobil Hotel. 

Birds Seen Today:   92              New Birds:   16             Total To Date:   388 

 

Day 13: Sunday, 30th November 

Route: Yabello – Lake Awassa – Awassa. 

Up at 4.15am and out at 5.00 to drive down the main Addis to Kenya road in a search for nightjars but without 
success. Also tried to locate the White-tailed Swallows that were seen yesterday; but again without success! However, 
we did see Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird, Foxy Lark, Lesser Stripped-swallow, Boran Cisticola, Pale Prinia, Hunter’s 
Sunbird and White-crowned Starling among others. 

Returned to the hotel and had a leisurely breakfast before leaving Yabello at 9.25am to head towards Awassa. 
Travelling along the main road number 6 we were surprised just how agricultural the area was. It would appear that 
Ethiopia would not have too much trouble in feeding itself without having to import a great deal. The drive along the 
road was interesting in the diverse styles of buildings in the countryside, from the traditional straw huts to brick built 
houses and comparatively well built mosques and churches. The buildings in the villages and towns were a different 
matter with a lot of them seemingly dilapidated and poorly kept. Birds seen on the journey included Hadada Ibis, 
Glossy Ibis, Egyptian Goose, Eastern Chanting-goshawk, Verreaux’s Eagle, Pygmy Falcon, Little Swift, Northern 
Ground Hornbill and finally an Unstriped Ground Squirrel ran across the road just in front of the car.  
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After booking into the hotel, which was located on the shore of Lake Awassa, we walked along the waters edge and 
around the gardens to see Great White Pelican, Great and Long-tailed Cormorants, Grey Heron, Little Egret, Squacco 
Heron, Hamerkop, Marabou Stork, Egyptian Geese, African Fish Eagle, Tawny Eagle on nest, African Jacana, 4 
Greenshank, Common Sandpiper, Heuglin’s Gull, Grey-headed Gull, Whiskered and White-winged Terns, 4 Pied 
Kingfisher, Silvery-cheeked Hornbill and lots of Greater Blue-eared Glossy-starlings. There were a large number of 
Vervet monkeys around the hotel and gardens who were very wise to the photographers among us and always turned 
their heads away whenever you pointed a camera at them. We missed out on the hippopotamus which were at the far 
end of the lake and the reported Spotted Creeper.  

Our hotel for the night was the Wabe Shebelle Hotel No 2 where we had a large room and comfortable beds with a nice 
hot shower.     

Birds Seen Today:   101             New Birds:   5             Total To Date:   393 

 

Day 14: Monday, 1st December 

Route: Awassa – Fish Market – Nazret – Awash National Park – Awash – Bilen Lodge.  

Woken up in the early hours, while it was still dark, by the raucous calls of an Egyptian Goose in the nearby trees. As 
the calls went on and on we had no option but to get up and walk around the hotel grounds to see plenty of African 
Fish Eagle, in excess of 17 Silvery-cheeked Hornbill in a nearby Pear Tree, Black Goshawk, Red-billed Firefinch, 
Red-cheeked Cordonbleu right at our feet, Village Indigobird plus plenty of the birds we had seen yesterday.  

On leaving the hotel we drove to the nearby Wabe Shebelle Hotel No 1 which looked a better maintained place than No 
2. But we were here for the birds not the accommodation and after a short search we found our quarry, a Spotted 
Creeper giving good views as it moved rapidly about on the trees. Other birds seen included Green-backed 
Honeyguide, 5 Buff-bellied Warbler, African Paradise-flycatcher and Black-headed Batis. 

With that we drove to the Fish Market which seemed to be quite a magnet for birds, which is not surprising 
considering the amount of waste fish being thrown into the lake. Monday must be market day as there were a large 
number of people there, some working gutting and cleaning the fish and others, like us, just watching. Some of the 
birds we saw there included, Marabou Stork, up to 8 African Pygmy Geese African Fish Eagle, Black-winged 
Lapwing, Grey-headed Gull, Black-headed Gull, Gull-billed Tern and a Malachite Kingfisher. 

On the left of the fish market as you enter is an area of reeds where we saw a variety of species including Long-tailed 
Cormorant, Squacco Heron, Hadada Ibis, Black Crake, Purple Swamphen, Allen’s Gallinule, Common Moorhen, 
African Jacana, Three-banded Plover, 2 Lesser Swamp Warbler and 6 Bronze Mannikin drying out after a bathe in 
a puddle. Only a small area but quite productive.  

We were then off to Awash seeing some nice birds along the way including Montagu’s Harrier, Ovampo 
Sparrowhawk, Northern Carmine Bee-eater which had become fairly common in this area, Abyssinian Roller, Black-
billed Woodhoopoe, Abyssinian Ground-Hornbill, and Grey-backed Fiscal. Stopped to look over Lake Koka to see both 
Pelican species, Goliath Heron, 4 African Spoonbill, 2 Red-billed Teal, large number of Marabou Stork, lots of Spur-
winged Goose, African Fish Eagle, Tawny Eagle, a distant Black-crowned Crane, 3 Common Crane, Black-winged 
Stilt, Ringed, Little Ringed, Kittlitz’s and Three-banded Plovers, Common Snipe, Black-tailed Godwit, Eurasian 
Curlew, Ruff and Whiskered and Black Terns, Chestnut Sparrow and a small flock of Red-billed Quelea. 

Another stop, this time just before Metahara where the road and railway seemed to go through a lake, all very man 
made, to see Black-headed Heron, Purple Heron, Intermediate Egret, more Yellow-billed Stork, Saddle-billed 
Stork and Long-crested Eagle. Grazing contentedly at the side of the road were a male, female and two young Beisa 
Oryx, which showed that we have reached Awash National Park.  

We then drove up the road passed Awash with its constant stream of lorries and trailers travelling from Djibouti to 
Addis, to turn off and travel 10 kilometres along dirt roads to our nights rest at Bilen Lodge. This lodge was a very 
quiet and comfortable place to stay. It also had the added advantage of a very good restaurant that was more that 
happy to serve the delicious pineapple we had purchased along the road for our sweet. We were now in the Afar 
Region and the vegetation was much sparser and the ground drier than we had become used to over the past few day 
further south in the country. 

An interesting day with a lot of travelling, plenty of birds with our highest daily count and a nice place to stay, 
although somewhat out of the way. 

Birds Seen Today:   127             New Birds:   16              Total To Date:   409 

 

Day 15: Tuesday, 2nd December 

Route: Bilen Lodge – Awash National Park – Area around Bilen – Bilen Lodge. 

Woke up at 4.45am after a very sound night’s sleep in our straw hut. Had breakfast at 5.30 while we listened to the 
calling of some nearby nightjars while we ate, but unfortunately could not find them.  Set off for the Awash National 
Park seeing a pair of Salt’s Dikdik on the way, as usual looking nervous and vulnerable. Some of the birds seen on the 
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drive from the lodge to the main road included Egyptian Vulture, 3 Yellow-necked Francolin, pair Grey-headed 
Batis and Ashy Cisticola. Once in the Park and booked in we drove around the many roads where the first birds we 
saw were a flock of 5 Eastern Paradise-whydah. Others seen were Black-shouldered Kite, Lappet-faced 
Vulture, Pallid Harrier, Dark Chanting-Goshawk, Verreaux’s Eagle, Lanner Falcon, 2 Three-banded Courser, 
Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse, White-browed Coucal, Blue-naped Moosebird, Woodland, Striped and Pied 
Kingfishers, Little Bee-eater, Abyssinian Scimitar-bill, Cardinal Woodpecker, Black-billed Barbet, Singing 
Bushlark, 3 Red-winged Lark, Gillett’s Lark and a pair of Chestnut-backed Sparrow-lark, Ethiopian and 
Red-rumped Swallows, Tawny Pipit, Somali Bulbul, Zitting Cisticola, Grey Wren-warbler, Red-fronted 
Warbler, Rufous Chatterer, Mouse-colored Penduline-tit, Southern Grey Shrike, Somali Fiscal, 2 
Woodchat Shrike, Black-crowned Tchagra, Bush Petronia, Red-billed Quelea, 6 Green-winged Pytilia, 
African Silverbill and a flock of 6 Cut-throat.  

Perhaps the highlight of the day was the sighting of an African Swallow-tailed Kite as it circled for some time over 
our heads. It then stooped onto prey, flew up again and ate it while continuing to circle above us. Having devoured its 
morsel, it continued to circle while steadily flying away and out of sight. We were to see another one later in the day. 
Also seen was a silvery coloured snake, about 1½ to 2 metres long, as it crossed our path just a couple of metres in 
front of us. We were unable to put a name to it. We visited the restaurant in the park and spent a little time standing 
on the terrace looking down into the ravine with the River Awash at the bottom. On the other side of the ravine we 
could see large herds of camels numbering well into the hundreds. We had been seeing herds of camels since arriving 
in this area but these were by far the biggest numbers. We were informed that they were used to carry both people and 
goods and they seemed to be used as other people would use horses. 

An excellent picnic lunch was supplied by Bilen Lodge which we eat while being watched by a troop of Vervet 
monkeys. The big male, of course, took his opportunity and made a lightening dash to grab my ham sandwich, which 
he then sat and eat much to the disgust of the rest of the troop as well as mine. Quite entertaining but we were a little 
more cautious after that!  

We left the park after lunch and drove back towards Bilen and visited the nearby lagoons. Here we saw Purple Heron, 
Glossy Ibis, plenty of White-faced Whistling-Duck, 4 Comb Duck, Helmeted Guineafowl, Common Moorhen, 6 
Senegal Thick-knee, Common Redshank, Temminck’s Stint, Ruff while some African Palm Swift flew 
overhead. On the journey there we were to see a Spotted Hyaena which, unfortunately, had been hit by a vehicle and 
was dead. However, we were to see live animals including Slender Mongoose, plenty of Common Warthog, Gerenuk 
and while in the park 2 Soemmerring’s Gazelle, and a large herd of Beisa Oryx. Less welcome was the large number of 
flies which attacked our feet and ankles and left dozens of bite marks which were quite painful.  

An interesting and rewarding day with plenty of new birds for the trip, some nice sightings and a comfortable lodge 
and good evening meal to finish off the day. 

Birds Seen Today:   110             New Birds:   28            Total To Date:   437 

 

Day 16: Wednesday, 3rd December 

Route: Bilen lodge – Awash National Park – Journey to Ankober  

We walked out of the hut at first light to see a pair of Yellow-breasted Barbet showing very well in a shrub 
immediately outside the door. Also seen were Western Marsh Harrier, Yellow-necked Francolin, Barn Swallows which 
had been seen everywhere on the trip and Ethiopian Swallow. A visit before breakfast to the area between the lodge 
and the main road in search of Ostrich proved unsuccessful. After breakfast we packed the car and made a quick 
return visit to Awash National Park were we met up with the birdwatching group we had met at Green Hotel. These 
were the only birders we met during our time in Ethiopia apart from a few at Lake Langano.  

Seeing nothing new we headed off for Ankober. Concern had been voiced previously about the state of the road 
between Awash and Ankober due to the heavy rain the area had suffered in the previous months. A visit to the local 
Police Station in Awash soon put our fears to rest and at 10:30am we set off for another cross country trip along 
indistinct dirt roads through a mixture of the very dusty rid Afar Plain and heavily wooded acacia thorn bush areas.  

During the first part of the journey the birds we saw included African Spoonbill, Egyptian Vulture, Abyssinian Roller, 
Kori Bustard, and Abyssinian Ground-Hornbill. At a fork in the road we had the option of driving through a village or 
through a new dam project which was being built. Tekle chose the dam road with the result we had to get permission 
to enter and once having obtained it, try to find our way through the utter maze of unfamiliar roads and tracks. We 
finally succeeded after a time and drove on across the desert until we encountered a more green environment as we 
approached Ankober. Birds we had seen on the way included Western Marsh-Harrier, Pallid Harrier, African 
Harrier-hawk, Martial Eagle, 2 Arabian Bustard, Red-bellied Parrot, Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark, Ethiopian 
Swallow, Grey Wren-Warbler, Nile Valley Sunbird and 4 Red-billed Oxpecker.  

The journey had taken less time than anticipated and we arrived at Ankober just gone 5:00pm while it was still light, 
which was just as well as climbing up to the hotel in the dark would not have been much fun. The climb was not as 
difficult as expected but as Pam was still suffering to some extent from her previous problems, as well as from the 
altitude, we took it in easy stages. The arrival at the top was a revelation with views over the countryside lit by the 
setting sun. We looked forward to tomorrow to see it in the first light of day. We were greeted at the top by our host 
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who was to look after us during our short stay. A further climb was required to get to the restaurant sitting on the very 
top of the hill where we had possible the best meal we had had in Ethiopia together with excellent personal service.  

Not many new birds today but an interesting day with diverse views of the countryside over the past two days showing 
how varied Ethiopia can be over a relatively short distance.   

Birds Seen Today:   94              New Birds:   4              Total To Date:   441 

 

Day 17: Thursday, 4th December 

Route: Ankober and area – Addis Ababa – Addis Airport 

Our last day in Ethiopia while staying at perhaps the best and most interesting hotel of the trip. A very cold night but 
comfortably tucked up in a nice warm bed it was somewhat of a shock to get up in the morning to find the area under 
low cloud but clear where we were. After a very good breakfast, including eggs of course and while walking down to 
our rooms Attila enticed out a Cinnamon Bracken-warbler. Other seen were Wattled Ibis, 2 African Slaty-
flycatcher and Common Swifts. Before we set off for Addis Ababa we spent some time at the place called Melka 
Ghebdu along the road past the village. Today was market day at one of the local villages and everyone was heading 
there, either loaded up themselves or leading loaded camels. Although some of the younger men were carrying guns, 
which a lot seem to do in this area, we did not feel at all threatened; people would pass you with a smile or a nod of the 
head. Here we saw Red-billed Duck, Bare-faced Go-away-bird, Chiffchaff, 4 Mourning Wheatear, pair of African 
Paradise-flycatcher, Black-crowned Tchagra, Greater Blue-eared Glossy-Starling, Rueppell’s Weaver and a small flock 
of Village Indigobird. Also seen was one of the birds we wanted to see which was Yellow-throated Serin. However, 
we did miss out later around Ankober on two we would have liked to have seen; Abyssinian Longclaw and Ankober 
Serin despite a long search in the low cloud which greatly restricted any distance viewing. Still we saw a few birds 
including Lammergeier, Augur Buzzard, 4 White-collared Pigeon which we hadn’t seen for some time, Winding 
Cisticola, Moorland Chat, and Brown-rumped and Streaky Seedeaters. 

With that we set off for Debre Birhan, where we had lunch and then continued onto Addis along road number 1 which 
the Chinese are rebuilding. In consequence there was a number of delays but we did see the second Black Kite of the 
trip, 4 Blue-winged Geese, lots of Yellow Wagtails and a White-winged Cliff-chat seen as we sped along. Returning 
to see it gave good views as it perched on the roof of a roadside house (possibly one of the construction workers 
buildings!). 

We arrived in Addis, changed for the journey home before a farewell dinner. Following that we drove to the airport, 
bid a sad farewell to our travelling companions, checked in and spent the next three hours waiting to board the plane.   

Birds Seen Today:   70              New Birds:   4              Total To Date:   445 (449 with 4 sub-species) 

 

Day 18: Friday, 5th December 

Route: Amsterdam Airport – Birmingham Airport – Home 

After a smooth journey hit by delays to both flights, we were met with our car in an overcast and damp Birmingham 
before driving home to reminisce about a most enjoyable time in a fascinating country with some wonderful birds. 

 

Meanwhile, Attila who had to spend an additional day in Addis Ababa due to difficulties with flight timings had 
teamed up with Tekle and visited the Gibe Gorge where he saw the endemic Yellow-rumped Seedeater as well as Zebra 
Waxbill, Brown Snake-Eagle and African Green Pigeon. On the way back they stopped at the Geffersa Reservoir where 
after a long search he discovered 2 Abyssinian Longclaws in the high grass. 

 

SYSTEMATIC LISTS 
 

BIRDS 

 

This includes all the species either seen or heard while in Ethiopia along with details of where they were observed. 

The sequence, together with their English and scientific names generally follows the current Clements Taxonomy. 

E indicates an Endemic. NE indicates a Near Endemic. a – c indicates Sub Species. 

 

1   Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis – Seen in various numbers, sometimes quite large, at most bodies of water. 
2   Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus – 2 at Geffersa Reservoir and 1 on Lake Hora on the 21st. 
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3   Eared (Black-necked) Grebe Podiceps nigricollis – Seen only on Lake Abiyata. 
4   White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus – Seen on Lake Langano, Lake Abiyata and Lake Awassa. 
5   Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens – 25 seen at Lake Hora with lesser numbers at Lake Abiyata and Lake 

Awassa. 
6   Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo – Common, seen on most large waters.  
7   Long-tailed Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus – Common where seen at the Rift Valley Lakes, Lake Awassa 

and on drive to Awash NP. 
8   Darter Anhinga melanogaster – Up to 6 at Lakes Hora, Koka and Ziway. Also 1 at Lake Awasa. 
9   Grey Heron Ardea cinerea – Seen in small numbers on the larger lakes 
10  Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephal – 1 on Lake Beseka. 
11  Goliath Heron Ardea goliath – 2 at Koka Dam and 2 at Lake Awassa. 
12  Purple Heron Ardea purpurea – Just 1 seen on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd .  
13  Great Egret Ardea alba – 1 at Geffersa Reservoir,1 on the Sululta Plain and 1 & 2 on the Rift Valley Lakes and 

Lake Awassa. 
14  Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia – Uncommon but seen at Geffersa Reservoir, Lake Awassa and on 

journey to Awash NP. 
15  Little Egret Egretta garzetta – Seen on most waters. 
16  Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides – Between 1 and 3 on most waters. 
17  Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis – Seen in various numbers along the Rift Valley and around Awasa, Awash and on the 

return journey to Addis.  
18  Hamerkop Scopus umbretta – Seen at Lake Hora, on the 24th and at most waters. 
19  Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis – Singles at Geffersa Reservoir and Sululta Plain, 2 at Awassa and 5 on 

lagoons near Bilen. 
20  Black Stork Ciconia nigra – 1 near Bale Mountains National Pak. 
21  Abdim's Stork Ciconia abdimii – Just 1 seen at Genale River. 
22  White Stork Ciocnia ciconia – 17 seen along road east of Negele 
23  Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis – 1 on pool of Lake Beseka on way to Awash. . 
24  Marabou Stork Leptoptilos – First seen at Chelekleka Marsh and Lake Ziway in good numbers, then Abiyata-

Shalla NP, Lake Awassa and near Metahara on the way to Awash. 
25  Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus – Common. 
26  Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash – 1 at Bale Mountains NP, Several at Lake Awassa, 2 near Awash NP. 
27NE  Wattled Ibis Bostrychia carunculata – Common with numbers up to 40 on some days. 
28  Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus – Up to 6 per day in suitable habitat.  
29  African Spoonbill Platalea alba – 2 at Geffersa Reservoir, 6 at Chelekleka Marsh,  4 at Awash NP and 3 on road 

to Ankober. 
30  Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus – Few on Lake Abiyata. 
31  Lesser Flamingo Phoenicopterus minor – Many thousands on Lake Abiyata.  
32  Fulvous Whistling-duck Dendrocygna bicolour – Only seen at Chelekleka Marsh. 
33  White-faced Whistling-duck Dendrocygna vitiate - Seen at Chelekleka Marsh and near Bilen Lodge. 
34  White-backed Duck Thalassornis leuconotus – 20 or more seen at Chelekleka Marsh. 
35E  Blue-winged Goose Cabochon cyanopterus – 6 at Geffersa Reservoir, 20 on Sululta Plain, also small numbers 

in Bale Mountains NP, on Sanetti Plateau and along road returning to Addis Ababa. 
36  Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus – Common, seen every day. 
37  Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea – 4 seen on Sanetti Plateau.  
38  Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis – 9 at Koka Dam, few at Lake Ziway and on way to Awash. 
39  Comb Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos – 4 seen on lagoons near Bilen Lodge.  
40  African Pygmy-goose Nettapus auritus – 8 at Awassa Fish Market.  
41  African Black Duck Anas sparsa – 3 at Geffersa Reservoir and 2 on Sululta Plain on the 20th.  
42  Eurasian Wigeon Anas Penelope – Few on the 20th.  
43  Cape Teal Anas capensis – 2 on Lake Abiyata. 
44  Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulate – Seen at Geffersa Reservoir, on Sululta Plain, up to 8 seen each day on the 

Rift Valley lakes. 
45  Northern Pintail Anas acuta – 3 or 4 seen each day at Geffersa Reservoir, Sululta Plain and Chelekleka Marsh.  
46  Red-billed Duck Anas erythrohyncha – 2 seen at Koka Dam and 1 near Ankober.  
47  Hottentot Teal Anas hottentota – 2 seen at Chelekleka Marsh.  
48  Garganey Anas querquedula - 2 seen at Chelekleka Marsh. 
49  Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata – Seen at Geffersa Reservoir, on Sululta Plain and Lake Hora. 
50  Southern Pochard Netta erythrophthalma – 4 at Chelekleka Marsh and many at Lake Abiyata on the 23rd. 
51  Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula – 2 on the Sululta Plateau and 4 at Chelekleka Marsh. 
52  Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus – 3 between Goba and Sof Omar and 3 around the Awash NP. 
53  Scissor-tailed Kite Chelictinia riocourii – Excellent sighting of 1 in Awash NP plus another later. 
54  Black Kite Milvus migrans – 1 at Geffersa Reservoir and 1 on the return journey to Addis Ababa. 
54a  Yellow-billed Kite Milvus migrans parasitus – Seen every day, sometimes in large numbers. 
55  African Fish-eagle Haliaeetus vocifer – Plenty at Koka Dam and at Lake Awassa. 
56  Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus – Common. 
57  Lammergeier Gypaetus barbatus- - 2 while driving to Goba in the Bale Mountains NP and 1 at Ankober. 
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58  Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus – 1 at Bekele Molla Hotel, Langano on the 22nd and 23rd, up to 8 
around Awash NP and the Bilen Lodge area on 2nd and another 6 on the 3rd.  

59  White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus – Various sightings on way to Geffersa Reservoir, Wondo Genet, Bale 
Mountains NP, a number on the 1st and on the return journey to Addis Ababa. 

60  Rueppell's Griffon Vulture Gyps rueppellii – 5 at Jemmu Gorge, on the way to Goba and 1 at Awash NP. 
61  Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotus – Just 1 at Awash NP. 
62  White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis – 1 on Sululta Plains and 1 near Yabello.  
63  Short-toed Snake-eagle Circaetus gallicus – 1 on Liben Plains east of Negele. 
64  Black-breasted Snake-eagle Circaetus pectoralis – 2 west of Negele. 
      [Brown Snake-eagle] Circaetus cinereus - Seen only by Attila at Gibe Gorge on the 5th. 
65  Banded Snake-eagle Circaetus cinerascens – 1 at Bishangari Forest and 1 at Harenna Forest.  
66  Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus – Between 1 and 5 on six days. 
67  Western Marsh-harrier Circus aeruginosus – 2 at Jemmu Gorge and singles at Wondo Genet, on the road to 

Sof Omar and on the road to Ankober. 
68  Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus – Singles on the 22nd, 25th, 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th. 
69  Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus – 1 on the road to Awash and 1 at Ankober.  
70  African Harrier-hawk Polyboroides typus – 1 seen in Awash. 
71  Dark Chanting-goshawk Melierax metabates – 1 near Langano, 1 in Awash NP on 1st and 2nd, 1 at Bilen Lodge 

and 2 on journey to Ankober. 
72  Eastern Chanting-goshawk Melierax poliopterus – 1 near Negele on the 28th and 1 near Yabello on the 29th 

and 30th. 
73  Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar – 1 at Yabello Wildlife Sanctuary.  
74  Shikra Accipiter badius – 1 on drive between Negele and Yabello. 
75   Ovampo Sparrowhawk Accipiter ovempensis – 1 at Bishangari Forest and 1 on the road between Awassa and 

Awash. 
76  Black Goshawk Accipiter melanoleucus – 1 at Wabe Shebelle Hotel No 2 at Awassa. 
77  Eurasian Buzzard Buteo buteo – 2 in the Rift Valley lakes area on the 21st and while driving from Wondo Genet 

to Goba. 
78  Augur Buzzard Buteo augur – Seen most days in numbers between 1 and 5. 
79  Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga – 1 at Koka Dam on the 21st. 
80  Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax – Seen almost every day in numbers up to 3. 
81  Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis – Singles seen on two days in the Rift Valley Lakes area and in the Harenna 

Forest. 
82  Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca – 1 seen in the Bishangari Forest. 
83  Wahlberg's Eagle Aquila wahlbergi – Just 1 seen near Yabello on the 29th. 
84  Verreaux's Eagle Aquila verreauxii - 1 seen near on the way between Yabello and Awassa on the 30th and 1 at 

Awash NP on the 2nd. 
85  African Hawk-eagle Aquila spilogaster – 1 at Sof Omar. 
86  Booted Eagle Aquila pennatus – 2 at Jemmu Gorge. 
87  Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus – Single sightings between Negele and Yabello, Yabello WS and on journey 

from Bilen to Ankober. 
88  Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis – 1 at Wondo Genet and 1 near Metahara on the way to Awash. 
89  Pygmy Falcon Polihierax semitorquatus – 1 or 2 at Lake Langano, between Negele and Yabello and around 

Yabello. 
90  Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni – Just 1 seen at Portuguese Bridge in Jemmu Gorge.  
91  Eurasian Kestrel Falco tinnunculus – Seen in numbers up to 3 every day. 
92  Grey Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus – Just 1 between Negele and Yabello. 
93  Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo – Only bird seen was on the way to Mojo on the 21st.  
94  Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus – 1 on the Sululta Plains, 1 at Jemmu Gorge, 1 on the way to Sof Omar and 1 in 

Awash NP. 
95  Crested Francolin Francolinus sephaena – 3 along road from Negele to Yabello. 
96  Moorland Francolin Francolinus psilolaemus – 2 on the Sanetti Plateau. 
97  Scaly Francolin Francolinus squamatus – 3 in the Harenna Forest. 
98E  Harwood's Francolin Francolinus harwoodi – A number of birds heard calling from a nearby hillside in 

Jemmu Gorge, but not seen. 
99  Yellow-necked Francolin Francolinus leucoscepus - 2 between Negele and Yabello and 3 near Bilen Lodge on 

the 2nd and 3rd. 
100  Chestnut-naped Francolin Francolinus castaneicollis – 4 in the Bale Mountains NP and 1 on Sanetti Plateau. 
101  Erckel's Francolin Pternistis erckelii – 3 by Portuguese Bridge in Jemmu Gorge. 
102  Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris – Not seen until Bilen Lodge on 2nd and 3rd. About 15 seen. 
103  Vulturine Guineafowl Acryllium vulturinum – About 30 seen on journey from Negele to Yabello and smaller 

numbers on the 29th and 30th. 
104  Black-crowned Crane Balearica pavonina –1 at Koka Dam on the 1st.  
105  Common Crane Grus grus – 2 on Sululta Plain, 4 at Chelekleka Marsh, 3 Koka Dam on the 1st and 3 along road 

on return journey to Addis Ababa. 
106NE  Rouget's Rail Rougetius rougetii – Surprisingly common in the Bale Mountains NP. 
107  Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra – 1 at Chelekleka Marsh and 2 at Lake Awassa fish market. 
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108  Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio – 1 at Lake Awassa fish market. 
109  Allen's Gallinule Porphyrio alleni - 1 at Lake Awassa fish market. 
110  Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus – Seen on the Rift Valley lakes and at Lake Awassa. 
111  Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata – Seen at Geffersa Reservoir, Jemmu Gorge, Rift Valley Lakes and Lake 

Awassa. 
112  Arabian Bustard Ardeotis arabs – 2 seen on road to Ankober. 
113  Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori – Surprisingly common with sighting of between 1 and 5 birds on 5 days.  
114  White-bellied Bustard Eupodotis senegalensis – 2 seen on journey to Yabello. 
115  Buff-crested Bustard Eupodotis gindiana - 2 seen on journey to Yabello and 2 around Yabello on the 29th.  
116  African Jacana Actophilornis africanus – Seen at Chelekleka Marsh, Lake Awassa fish market and the area 

around Bilen Lodge,  
117  Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopu – Between 2 and 6 seen on the Geffersa Reservoir, Rift Valley 

lakes, Awassa fish market and around Bilen Lodge. 
118  Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta – Just 1 seen on Sululta Plain.  
119  Senegal Thick-knee Burhinus senegalensis – 1 at Koka Dam, 2 at Lake Langano and 6 at lagoons near Bilen. 
120  Cream-colored Courser Cursorius cursor – 1 on journey from Negele to Yabello. 
121  Three-banded Courser Rhinoptilus cinctus – 2 in Awash NP. 
122  Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola – Seen at Lake Langano. 
123  Spur-winged Plover Vanellus spinosus – Quite common, seen regularly. 
124  Black-winged Lapwing Vanellus melanopterus – Up to 60 seen at Bale Mountains NP, then seen each day 

from 27th to the 1st in varying numbers and 3 around Ankober. 
125  Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus – Seen in varying numbers up to 10 each day on 6 days. 
126E  Spot-breasted Lapwing Vanellus melanocephalus – 12 along road to Goba and quite common on the Sanetti 

Plateau. 
127 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula - 3 at Lake Ziway and at Lake Awasa. 
128  Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius – 1 at Lake Koka on the 1st.  
129  Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius – 5 at Lake Abiyata and 4 at Lake Koka on the 1st.  
130  Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris – 1 each at Geffersa Reservoir and Lake Ziway and 2 at Lake 

Awassa. 
131  African Snipe Gallinago nigripennis – Just 1 on the Sanetti Plateau. 
132  Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago – 1 at a roadside pool on the 22nd and 5 at Lake Koka on the 1st. 
133  Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa – 1 at Lake Ziway plus 3 at Lake Koka. 
134  Common Redshank Tringa tetanus – Seen at lagoons near Bilen Lodge. 
135  Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos – Quite common, seen on 9 days. 
136  Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus – 1 or 2 birds seen on 8 days.  
137  Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia – Between 1 and 4 birds each day on 6 days on suitable waters. 
138  Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis – 4 at Koka Dam and Lake Ziway plus 1 on the 1st.  
140  Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola – Usually 1 or 2 seen on 5 days at suitable waters. 
141  Little Stint Calidris minuta – 3 at Koka Dam, also at Lake Abiyata and 1 at Lake Awassa. 
142  Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii – Only 1 seen at lagoons near Bilen Lodge. 
143  Ruff Philomachus pugnax – Seen at most Rift Valley lakes and lagoons near Bilen Lodge. 
144  Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus – Seen on Lake Langano and Lake Awassa.  
145  Heuglin's Gull Larus heuglini – Just 1 seen at Lake Awassa. 
146  Great Black-headed Gull Larus ichthyaetus – Just 1 seen at Lake Langano. 
147  Grey-headed Gull Larus cirrocephalus – Seen on the Rift Valley lakes and at Lake Awassa 
148  Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus – Uncommon; few seen at Geffersa Reservoir, Chelekleka Marsh and 

Lake Awassa. 
149  Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica – 1 or 2 seen each day on the Rift Valley lakes and Lake Awassa. 
150  White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus – Seen at Lake Ziway, Lake Langano and Lake Awassa. 
151  Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida Seen at Lake Ziway, Lake Langano, Lake Abiyata and Lake Awassa. 
152  Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles exustus – Seen in the Awash NP. 
153  Rock (Feral) Pigeon Columba livia – Seen in Addis Ababa and 5 at Jemmu Gorge. 
154  Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea – Common, seen each day. 
155NE  White-collared Pigeon Columba albitorques – A common bird but not seen from the 27th to the 3rd. 
156  Rameron (African Olive) Pigeon Columba arquatrix – 2 seen at Wondo Genet on the 23rd. 
157  Lemon Dove Columba larvata - 2 seen at Wondo Genet on the 23rd. 
158  Dusky Turtle-dove Streptopelia lugens – Seen regularly in good numbers. 
159  White-winged Collared-dove Streptopelia reichenowi – 2 seen on the drive from Negele to Yabello. 
160  African Mourning Dove Streptopelia decipiens – First seen at Lake Hora then regularly apart from the 24th to 

the 29th. 
161  Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata – Very common. 
162  Ring-necked Dove Streptopelia capicola – Common from Goba to end of trip. 
163  Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis – Usually a few to be seen. 
164  Emerald-spotted Wood-dove Turtur chalcospilos – First seen at Sof Omar on the 25th and then in 1s and 2s 

to the 29th.  
165  Black-billed Wood-dove Turtur abyssinicus –1 near Ankober at Melka Ghebdu. 
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166  Blue-spotted Wood-dove Turtur afer – 2 in Bishangari Forest, 1 at Wondo Genet on the 23rd and 2 in the 
Harenna Forest. 

167  Tambourine Dove Turtur tympanistria – 2 at Wondo Genet and 1 in the Harenna Forest. 
168  Namaqua Dove Oena capensis – Sightings of 1 or 2 birds on 8 days. 
        [African Green Pigeon] Treron calvus – Seen only by Attila at Gibe Gorge on the 5th. 
169  Bruce's Green-pigeon Treron waalia – 2 seen in Jemmu Gorge. 
170NE  Black-winged Lovebird Agapornis taranta – 3 seen in grounds of hotel at Lake Langano and 2 on early 

morning walk at Wondo Genet. 
171  Red-bellied Parrot Poicephalus rufiventris - 1 or 2 seen at near Negele, on drive from Negele to Yabello, on 

road to Awassa and on way to Ankober. 
172E  Yellow-fronted Parrot Poicephalus flavifrons – 6 seen in Wondo Genet Forest on 23rd and 2 on the 24th. 

Also heard in the  Harenna Forest. 
173   White-cheeked Turaco Tauraco leucotis – 8 in tree in the Jemmu Gorge and between 1 an 3 around Lake 

Langano and Wondo Genet. 
174E  Prince Ruspoli's Turaco Tauraco ruspolii – 3 birds giving good views in a fig tree near Kibre Mengist. 
175  Bare-faced Go-away-bird Corythaixoides personatus – Just 2 seen in Bishangari Forest and 1 at Melka 

Ghebdu. 
176  White-bellied Go-away-bird Corythaixoides leucogaster – Common, seen most days. 
177  Pied Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus – 1 at Yabello Wildlife Sanctuary. 
178  Levaillant's Cuckoo Clamator levaillantii – 1 at the Genale River. 
179  Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius – 3 seen around Negele and on the Liben Plains, 3 south of 

Yabello. 
180  Klaas' Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas – 1 seen on the way to Goba and 1 in the Harenna Forest. 
181  African Emerald Cuckoo Chrysococcyx cupreus – 1 at Lake Hora. 
182  White-browed Coucal Centropus superciliosus – 1 at Koka Dam, 3 around Bilen Lodge. 
183  Greyish Eagle-owl Bubo cinerascens – 1 near Wabe Shebelle Hotel on Lake Langano. 
184  Abyssinian Nightjar Caprimulgus poliocephalus – Superb close view of 2 birds in the Bale Mountain NP at 

Dinsho.  
185  African Palm-swift Cypsiurus parvus – Seen around Bilen Lodge. 
186  Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba – 3 at Wondo Genet. 
187  Common Swift Apus apus – Seen on Sanetti Plateau and near Ankober. Possibly more seen but not noted. 
188  Nyanza Swift Apus niansae – Seen only at Jemmu Gorge. 
189  Little Swift Apus affinis – Number seen from road between Yabello and Awassa on the 30th. 
190  Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus – Common.  
191  Blue-naped Mousebird Urocolius macrourus – Few seen around Lake Langano, Awash NP and Bilen Lodge. 
192  Half-collared Kingfisher Alcedo semitorquata – 1 seen on early morning walk at Wondo Genet. 
193  Malachite Kingfisher Alcedo cristata – Seen at Lake Hora, Lake Ziway and Lake Awassa fish market. 
194  Grey-headed Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala – 1 at Koka Dam. 
195  Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis – 1s and 2s at Wondo Genet, Harenna Forest, en-route to Awassa 

and Awash NP. 
196  Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti – Single birds at Genale River, on the road to Yabello and Awash NP. 
197  Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis – Common where seen. 5 at Koka Dam, up to 6 at Lake Awassa and 1 near Bilen 

Lodge. 
198  Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus. Singles at Lake Koka, near Yabello and on the journey to Ankober. 2 at Awash 

NP on the 2nd.  
199  Blue-breasted Bee-eater Merops variegates – Singles seen in the Ghion Hotel gardens, various Rift Valley 

lakes, Sof Omar and en-route to Awasa. At Jemmu Gorge 10 were seen. 
200  Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus- Just 1 seen at Lake Ziway. 
201  Northern Carmine Bee-eater Merops nubicus – 3 at Koka Dam, relatively common along the roads between 

Awassa and Awash and around Awash and Bilen. 
202  Abyssinian Roller Coracias abyssinicus – Seen in various numbers from 1 to 6 each day near Rift Valley lakes 

and in the Awassa –Awash area. 
203  Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus – Single birds seen on 8 days. 
204  Rufous-crowned Roller Coracias noevius – Not seen until Negele and then seen each day until Ankober.  
205  Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus – 1 at Wondo Genet on the 24th and 2 on journey between Negele 

and Yabello. 
206  Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops – Regular sights of between 1 and 4 birds most days between 22nd and 3rd. 
207  Black-billed Woodhoopoe Phoeniculus somaliensis – Common with daily sightings of between 1 and 4 birds. 
208  Abyssinian Scimitar-bill Rhinopomastus minor – Just 2 seen; 1 on drive between Negele and Yabello and 1 in 

Awash NP. 
209  Red-billed Hornbill Tockus erythrorhynchus – Most common hornbill with daily sightings of up to 8 birds. 
210  Eastern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus flavirostris – 2 seen between Negele and Yabello and others at 

Awash NP and around Bilen Lodge. 
211  Von Der Decken's Hornbill Tockus deckeni – 2 at Lake Abiyata, 2 on journey to Negele and 4 between Negele 

and Yabello. 
212  Hemprich's Hornbill Tockus hemprichii – 2 in Jemmu Gorge, 2 or 3 each day around the Rift Valle lakes and 

2 on journey from Bilen Lodge to Ankober. 
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213  African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus – 2 in grounds of Bekele Molla Hotel at Langano, 1 at Yabello Wildlife 
Sanctuary and around Bilen Lodge. 

214  Silvery-cheeked Hornbill Ceratogymna brevis – 6 in Bishangari Forest, 6 at Wondo Genet on the 23rd and at 
least 10 on the 24th plus also seen at lake Awassa on the 30th and 1st. 

215  Abyssinian Ground-hornbill Bucorvus abyssinicus – 8 seen in the Abiyata-Shalla NP, 1 on road to Awassa 
and 2 on journey to Ankober. 

216  Red-and-yellow Barbet Trachyphonus erythrocephalus – Single birds seen on return journey to Negele from 
Wadera and on journey between Negele and Yabello. 

217  Yellow-breasted Barbet Trachyphonus margaritatus – 2 at Bilen lodge and 2 on journey to Ankober. 
218  D'arnaud's Barbet Trachyphonus darnaudii – 3 on the road south of Yabello. 
219  Red-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus pusillus – Single birds seen at Bekele Molla Hotel, Lake Langano, Wondo 

Genet, Harenna Forest, on road to Yabello and at Melka Ghebdu.  
220  Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus chrysoconus – Single birds seen at Wondo Genet, near Negele and on 

road south of Yabello. 
221  Red-fronted Barbet Tricholaema diademata – 5 seen at the Bekele Molla Hotel, Lake Langano and Bishangari 

Forest and 2 at Abiyata-Shalla NP. 
222  Black-throated Barbet Tricholaema melanocephala – One on the road to Yabello. 
223NE  Banded Barbet Lybius undatus – 2 at Debre Libanos Monastery and 1 at Wondo Genet. 
224  Black-billed Barbet Lybius guifsobalito – Single birds at Bekele Molla Hotel, Lake Langano, Awash NP and 

near Ankober at Melka Ghebdu. 
225  Double-toothed Barbet Lybius bidentatus – 1 seen at Bishangari Forest and 2 at Wondo Genet. 
226  Green-backed Honeyguide Prodotiscus zambesiae – Just 1 seen at Wabe Shebelle Hotel No1 at Awassa. 
227  Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor – 1 at Wondo Genet. 
228  Nubian Woodpecker Campethera nubica – 1 at Bishangari Forest, 2 near Negele and 2 around Yabello.  
229NE  Abyssinian Woodpecker Dendropicos abyssinicus – 1 at Wondo Genet. 
230  Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens – 3 seen on the way to Yabello and 2 at Awash NP. 
231  Bearded Woodpecker Dendropicos namaquus – Just 1 at Abiyata-Shalla NP. 
232  African Grey-headed Woodpecker Dendropicos spodocephalus – 3 in Bishangari Forest and 1 Wondo 

Genet. 
233  Singing Bushlark Mirafra cantillans – Seen in Awash NP. 
234  Red-winged Lark Mirafra hypermetra – 3 seen in Awash NP. 
235  Gillett's Lark Mirafra gilletti – Just 1 in the Awash NP. 
236  Sidamo Lark Heteromirafra sidamoensis – 1 bird seen on the Liben Plains. 
237  Foxy Lark Calendulauda alopex – Seen from the road south of Yabello on the 29th and again on the 30th. 
238  Chestnut-backed Sparrow-lark Eremopterix leucotis – Small flocks in Awash NP on the 2nd and 2 on the 

journey to Ankober. 
239E  Erlanger's Lark Calandrella erlangeri – Seen on the Sululta Plain and on the way to Sof Omar. 
240  Somali Short-toed Lark Calandrella somalica – 6 seen on the Liben Plain on the 28th. 
241  Thekla Lark Galerida theklae – First seen on the Sululta Plain then on the road to Goba, Sanetti Plateau and on 

grasslands on our journey back to Addis Ababa. 
242  Black Saw-wing Psalidoprocne pristoptera – Few seen at Bishangari Forest, Wondo Genet, Bale Mountains 

NP, Harenna Forest and on the way to Awassa. 
243  Grey-rumped Swallow Pseudhirundo griseopyga – 2 seen in Bale Mountains en-route to Goba. 
244  Plain Martin Riparia paludicola – Seen in varying numbers on 6 days. Possibly overlooked on other days. 
245  Bank Swallow (Sand Martin) Riparia riparia – Regularly seen around Rift Valley lakes and around Bilen 

Lodge area. 
246  Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica – Common, seen every day. 
247  Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii – 2 on the journey to Negele and 2 on the Liben Plain. 
248  Ethiopian Swallow Hirundo aethiopica – 2 at Geffersa Reservoir, also at Awash NP and around Bilen Lodge 

area. 
249  White-tailed Swallow Hirundo megaensis – 4 east of Yabello. 
250  Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula – 1 at Geffersa Reservoir and varying numbers at Jemmu Gorge, Lake 

Langano and Sof Omar. 
251  House Martin Delichon urbicum – Many 100s flying over Lake Abiyata. 
252  Lesser Striped Swallow Cecropis abyssinica – Few seen south of Yabello. 
253  Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica – 1 or 2 seen on 4 days. 
254  African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus – 1 or 2 seen at Lake Abiyata, on the road to Goba, Liben Plain, Awash NP 

and on grasslands on return to Addis Ababa.  
255  Long-billed Pipit Anthus similis – 4 at Jemmu Gorge. 
256  Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris – Just 1 seen in Awash NP. 
257  Plain-backed Pipit Anthus leucophrys - A single bird seen at Koka Dam and several on the Liben Plain. 
258  Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus – Few seen each day at Sululta Plain, journey to Goba, Sof Omar and 

return journey to Addis Ababa. 
259  White Wagtail Motacilla alba – Fairly uncommon, just 1or 2 seen on 5 days. 
260  African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp – Single seen at Lake Koka, on journey to Goba and Liben Plain. 
261  Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava – Common, seen regularly. 
262  Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea – 1 or 2 at Geffersa Reservoir, Jemmu Gorge and Rift Valley lakes. 
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263  Mountain Wagtail Motacilla clara – 2 at Jemmu Gorge, 1 at Wondo Genet and 2 at Bale Mountains NP. 
        [Abyssinian Longclaw] Macronyx flavicollis – Seen only by Attila at Geffersa Reservoir on the 5th. 
264  Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus – Commonly seen from 19th to 24th and from 1st to 4th.  
264a  Somali Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus somaliensis – Just 1 seen at Awash NP. 
264b  Common (Dark-capped) Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus spurious – Seen daily from 25th to 30th. 
264c  Dodson's Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus dodsoni – Just 1 seen on journey from Negele to Yabello. 
265  Northern Brownbul Phyllastrephus strepitans – Just 1 on journey from Negele to Yabello. 
266  Rufous-tailed Rock-thrush Monticola saxatilis – Sightings of single birds at Abiyata-Shalla NP, on journey 

from Negele to Yabello, south of Yabello and Bilen Lodge. 
267  Little Rock-thrush Monticola rufocinereus – 2 at Jemmu Gorge, 2 at Lake Langano and 1 near Ankober. 
268  Abyssinian Ground-thrush Zoothera piaggiae – Just 1 seen at Wondo Genet. 
269  Groundscraper Thrush Psophocichla litsipsirupa – Common where seen with groups of up to 10 birds on 6 

days.  
270  Mountain Thrush Turdus abyssinicus – Common, seen in varying numbers on 7 days. 
271  African Bare-eyed Thrush Turdus tephronotus – 2 on the journey from Negele to Yabello and 2 more at 

Yabello Wildlife Sanctuary.  
272  Singing Cisticola Cisticola cantans – Bird heard singing at Wondo Genet and seen on road south of Yabello. 
273  Boran Cisticola Cisticola bodessa – 2 south of Yabello on the 29th and 1 the following day in the same area. 
274  Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chiniana – Flock of 6 at Koka Dam. 
275  Ashy Cisticola Cisticola cinereolus – 1 at Awash NP. 
276  Winding Cisticola Cisticola galactotes 1 seen on road to Sof Omar and 1 at Ankober. 
277  Tiny Cisticola Cisticola nana – Just 1 near Negele. 
278  Zitting Cisticola (Fan-tailed Warbler) Cisticola juncidis – 1 in Awash NP. 
279  Pectoral-patch Cisticola Cisticola brunnescens – 3 on the Sululta Plain.  
280  Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava – Several near the Portuguese Bridge in Jemmu Gorge and Lake Hora 

and 3 on the way to Negele.  
281  Pale Prinia Prinia somalica – 1 south of Yabello. 
282  Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis flavida – Only 1 seen near Wadera. 
283  Red-fronted Warbler Urorhipis rufifrons - 2 at Awash NP. 
284  Green-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyura – Seen in numbers between 1 and 3 on each day up to 

the 29th. 
285  Grey Wren-warbler Calamonastes simplex – Single bird seen in the Awash NP on the 2nd and 3rd. 
286  Cinnamon Bracken-warbler Bradypterus cinnamomeus – 1 bird finally revealed itself at the Ankober Palace  

Hotel. 
287  Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus – 1 seen at Lake Ziway. 
288  Lesser Swamp-warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris – 2 seen at Awassa fish market. 
289  Eastern Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais pallida – 1 at Lake Langano on 2 days. 
290  Buff-bellied Warbler Phyllolais pulchella – 1 seen on the way to Yabello and 5 seen in the garden of the Wabe 

Shebelle Hotel No1 at Awassa. 
291  Yellow-bellied Eremomela Eremomela icteropygialis – 1 in the Yabello Wildlife Sanctuary and 1 south of 

Yabello. 
292  Red-faced Crombec Sylvietta whytii – 2 at the Bekele Molla Hotel, Lake Langano. 
293  Somali Crombec Sylvietta isabellina – 2 seen on the journey from Negele to Yabello and 4 in the Yabello 

Wildlife Sanctuary.  
294  Brown Woodland-warbler Phylloscopus umbrovirens – 3 at the Portuguese Bridge in the Jemmu Gorge and 

1 in the Yabello Wildlife Sanctuary. 
295  Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus – Seen around the Rift Valley lakes and 2 at Lake Awassa. 
296  Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita – Common, seen nearly every day. 
297  Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla – Seen around the Rift Valley lakes and at Yabello. 
298  Orphean Warbler Sylvia hortensis – 1 seen at Sof Omar. 
299  Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca – Singles at the Portuguese Bridge in the Jemmu Gorge and on road south 

of Yabello. 
300  Banded Warbler Parisoma boehmi – 1 on the road from Negele to Yabello and 1 in the Yabello Wildlife 

Sanctuary. 
301  Pale Flycatcher Bradornis pallidus – Just 1 seen between Negele and Yabello. 
302  African Grey Flycatcher Bradornis microrhynchus - 1 seen between Negele and Yabello, several around 

Yabello and 1 at Melka Ghebdu. 
303E Abyssinian Slaty-flycatcher Melaenornis chocolatinus – Regularly sighting of between 1 and 4 birds on 

each of 7 days. 
304  Northern Black-flycatcher Melaenornis edolioides – Single birds seen each day from 26th to 2nd.  
305  Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata – Irregular sightings around Rift Valley lakes, Yabello and Awash NP. 
306  African Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta – 2 in Ghion Hotel Gardens, 1 each at Bishangari Forest, Wondo 

Genet and Harenna Forest.. 
307  Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia – 1 heard singing at Koka Dam. 
308  Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos – 1 heard singing in the Bishangari Forest. 
309  Rueppell's Robin-chat Cossypha semirufa – Seen in 2s at Geffersa Reservoir, Jemmu Gorge, Wondo Genet  

and on route to Negele. 
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310  White-browed Robin-chat Cossypha heuglini – Singles seen at Lake Langano and Lake Awassa. 
311  Red-backed (White-browed) Scrub-robin Cercotrichas leucophrys – 1 on road south of Yabello on 29th and 

30th and around Bilen Lodge. 
312  Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus – 2 in Bishangari Forest and 1 at Lake Awassa. 
313  Whinchat Saxicola rubetra – Just 1 on the way to Sof Omar. 
314  African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus – Seen at Geffersa Reservoir, Sululta Plain, along the road to Goba and 

on journeys to and from Sof Omar. 
315  Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe – Seen on Sanetti Plateau and on Liben Plain 27th and 28th. 
316  Mourning Wheatear Oenanthe lugens – 4 seen at Melka Ghebdu. 
317  Pied Wheatear Oenanthe pleschanka – Quite common after the 23rd. 
Cyprus Wheatear Oenanthe cypriaca – 1 at Genale River 
318  Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica – 1 seen on the Sululta Plain. 
319  Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina – Most common wheatear, seen almost every day. 
320  Red-breasted Wheatear Oenanthe bottae – Up to 6 on the Sululta Plain, 5 on Bale Mountain NP, 4 on the 

way to Sof Omar and 5 on grasslands on return to Addis Ababa. 
321  Brown-tailed Chat Cercomela scotocerca - 3 at Sof Omar. 
322  Moorland Chat Cercomela sordida – 4 seen on journey to Goba and few on Sanetti Plateau and around 

Ankober. 
323NE  Rueppell's Chat Myrmecocichla melaena – 8 seen in the Jemmu Gorge and 1 along road to Goba. 
324 Mocking Cliff-chat Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris – 4 seen in the Jemmu Gorge, 4 at Lake Langano and 3 in 

Abiyata-Shalla NP and Wondo Genet. 
325NE  White-winged Cliff-chat Thamnolaea semirufa – 1 seen on the roof of a hut on return journey to Addis 

Ababa. 
326  Grey-headed Batis Batis orientalis – Pair at Awash NP on the 2nd and at Bilen Lodge on the 3rd. 
327  Black-headed Batis Batis minor – 1 seen at Lake Langano and 1 at Wabe Shebelle Hotel No 1 gardens at 

Awassa. 
328  Pygmy Batis Batis perkeo – 1 on journey from Negele to Yabello. 
329  African Paradise-flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis – Quite common north of Addis and around the Rift Valley 

lakes. Also 1 seen on journey to Yabello, 2 at Awash NP and 2 at Melka Ghebdu. 
330  Rufous Chatterer Turdoides rubiginosa – 2 in Grounds of Hotel at Lake Langano, 2 south of Yabello and at 

Bilen Lodge and Awash NP. 
331  White-rumped Babbler Turdoides leucopygia – Quite common. Seen in numbers up to 4 a day on most days 

up to the 29th. 
332E  Abyssinian Catbird Parophasma galinieri – 1 seen on the way to the Sanetti Plateau. 
333  White-winged Black-tit Melaniparus leucomelas – Pair seen by the gate to Bekele Molla Hotel at Langano.  
334NE  White-backed Black-tit Melaniparus leuconotus – 2 on the way to the Sanetti Plateau. 
335  Somali Tit Melaniparus thruppi – 4 in Yabello Wildlife Sanctuary.  
336  Spotted Creeper Salpornis spilonotus – After a short search 1 seen in the Wabe Shebelle Hotel No 1 gardens at 

Awassa. 
337  Mouse-colored Penduline-tit Anthoscopus musculus – 1 seen at Awash NP on the 2nd and 3rd. 
338  Collared Sunbird Hedydipna collaris – 4 at Bishangari Forest, 2 Sof Omar and 1 at Negele. 
339  Nile Valley Sunbird Hedydipna metallica – 1 on the journey from Awash to Ankober. 
340  Western Olive-sunbird Cyanomitra obscura – 1 at Wondo Genet. 
341  Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis – 1 or 2 seen at Lake Hora, Bekele Molla Hotel grounds at 

Langano, Lake Awassa and Awash NP. 
342  Hunter's Sunbird Chalcomitra hunteri – 1 seen from the road south of Yabello. 
343  Tacazze Sunbird Nectarinia tacazze – Seen in 1s and 2s at Ghion Hotel Gardens, Jemmu Gorge, Wondo 

Genet, on the road to Negele and at Ankober. 
344  Beautiful Sunbird Cinnyris pulchellus – Seen in 1s and 2s at Lake Hora, around Lake Langano and Awassa. 
345  Mariqua Sunbird Cinnyris mariquensis – First seen at Mojo restaurant, then 1 at Wondo Genet and 1 at 

Ankober. 
346  Black-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris nectarinioides – Just 1 seen on the drive from Negele to Yabello at the Dawa 

River. 
347  Purple-banded Sunbird Cinnyris bifasciatus – 1 on road south of Yabello on the 29th and again on the 30th. 
348  Shining Sunbird Cinnyris habessinicus – Singles at Sof Omar, Awash NP and Bilen Lodge. 
349  Variable Sunbird Cinnyris venustus – Regular sightings of single birds. 
350  Broad-ringed White-eye Zosterops poliogastrus – Fairly common with sightings of up to 3 or 4 birds on 7 

days. 
351  White-breasted White-eye Zosterops abyssinicus – 4 seen on journey from Negele to Yabello and 2 south of 

Yabello on the 29th.  
352  Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus – Just 1 seen in Bishangari Forest. 
353  African Golden Oriole Oriolus auratus – 1 seen on journey from Negele to Yabello.  
354E  Dark-headed Oriole Oriolus monacha – As many as 5 seen in the Jemmu Gorge, 2 at Bishangari Forest on 

the 23rd and 1 at Wondo Geneton the 24th. 1 heard calling in the Harenna Forest.  
355  African Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus –Singles on 3 days on the road to Yabello and around Yabello. 
356  Southern Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis – 1 was seen in Abiyata-Shalla NP, 3 in the Awash NP. 
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358  Grey-backed Fiscal Lanius excubitoroides – 5 seen at Bishangari Forest and 1 on the road not far from 
Awassa. 

359  Taita Fiscal Lanius dorsalis – 1 on journey to Yabello. 
360  Somali Fiscal Lanius somalicus – Several in Awash NP on the 2nd and on the 3rd. 
361  Common Fiscal Lanius collaris – Common with regular sightings particularly up to the 27th.  
362  Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator – 1 at Abiyata-Shalla NP and 2 at Awash NP on the 2nd and 3rd. 
363  White-rumped (Northern White-crowned) Shrike Eurocephalus rueppelli – Common, seen most days 

south of Lake Langano. 
364  Brubru Nilaus afer – First seen on journey to Yabello, then around Yabello on the 29th and 30th plus 1 at Bilen. 
365  Northern Puffback Dryoscopus gambensis – Single birds seen at Jemmu Gorge, at Lake Ziway and in 

Bishangari Forest. 
366  Pringle's Puffback Dryoscopus pringlii – Just the 1 seen on journey to Yabello. 
367  Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus – 2 in the Awash NP and 1 at Melka Ghebdu. 
368  Three-streaked Tchagra Tchagra jamesi – 1 seen around Negele and 1 in Yabello Wildlife Sanctuary.  
369  Tropical Boubou Laniarius aethiopicus – 2 at Bishangari Forest on the 22nd and 1 at Wondo Genet on the 23rd. 
370  Slate-colored Boubou Laniarius funebris – 1 at Bekele Molla Hotel, Lake Langano and 1 in Yabello Wildlife 

Sanctuary. 
371  Rosy-patched Bushshrike Rhodophoneus cruentus – 4 in Yabello Wildlife Sanctuary and 1 on road south of 

Yabello.  
372  Grey-headed Bushshrike Malaconotus blanchoti – 1 in grounds of Green Hotel, Negele. 
373  White Helmetshrike Prionops plumatus – As many as 6 on journey from Negele to Yabello and 4 around 

Yabello. 
374  Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis – Regular sightings on 8 days. 
375E  Stresemann's Bush-crow Zavattariornis stresemanni – Restricted to the Yabello area where they were 

common. 
376  Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax - Flock of approximately 200 seen on road to Goba in the Bale 

Mountains NP and 2 on Sanetti Plateau. 
377  Cape Crow Corvus capensis – Common. 
378  Pied Crow Corvus albus – Very common in places, seen most days.  
379  Somali Crow Corvus edithae – Few seen on 2 days around the Negele/Liben Plain area. 
380  Fan-tailed Raven Corvus rhipidurus – Common.  
381  Thick-billed Raven Corvus crassirostris – Regular sightings seen throughout the trip. 
382  Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea  - Few seen at Abiyata-Shalla NP and on road south of Yabello.  
383  Greater Blue-eared Glossy-starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus – Common, seen everywhere, almost every 

day. 
384  Rueppell's Glossy-starling Lamprotornis purpuroptera – Common. 
385  Golden-breasted Starling Lamprotornis regius – Few seen each day in the Negele and Yabello areas. 
386  Superb Starling Lamprotornis superbus – Very common. 
387  Shelley's Starling Lamprotornis shelleyi - Few seen each day in the Negele and Yabello areas. 
388  Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster – Seen on drive back to Negele. 
389  White-crowned Starling Spreo albicapillus – 10 in Negele area on the 27th and 28th, plus sightings around 

Yabello on the 29th and 30th. 
390  Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio – 8 at Sof Omar, 2 on 29th and 30th at Yabello Motel and 2 at 

Ankober. 
391  Slender-billed Starling Onychognathus tenuirostris – Common up to Goba and then not seen until we 

returned to Addis Ababa. 
392NE  White-billed Starling Onychognathus albirostris – Seen in a fig tree near Jemmu Gorge.  
393  Sharpe's Starling Pholia sharpie – 3 seen at Wondo Genet. 
394  Magpie Starling Speculipastor bicolour – Just 1 seen west of Negele. 
395  Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorhynchus – 3 on Sululta Plain, 6 Abiyata-Shalla NP, 4 on journey to 

Ankober and 6 in the Ankober area. 
396  Shelley's Rufous Sparrow Passer shelleyi – Seen in the Negele/Yabello area with 2 on the 27th and 28th, 6 on 

the 29th and 8 on the 30th. 
397  Swainson's Sparrow Passer swainsonii – Very common. 
398  Parrot-billed Sparrow Passer gongonensis – 2 seen on the journey from Negele to Yabello. 
399  Chestnut Sparrow Passer eminibey – Flock at Koka Dam. 
400  Yellow-spotted Petronia Petronia pyrgita – 1 seen on journey to Yabello and 1 in Yabello Wildlife Sanctuary.   
401  Bush Petronia Petronia dentate -2 seen in Awash NP.  
402  Red-billed Buffalo-weaver Bubalornis niger – Seen around the Negele/Yabello area and at Awash NP. 
403  White-headed Buffalo-weaver Dinemellia dinemelli – 5 in the grounds of the Bekele Molla Hotel at Langano 

and then fairly common from Goba to the end of the trip. 
404  White-browed Sparrow-weaver Plocepasser mahali – Fairly common around Rift Valley Lakes and Awash 

NP. 
405  Grey-headed Social-weaver Pseudonigrita arnaudi – Quite common in the Negele/Yabello area. 
406  Black-capped Social-weaver Pseudonigrita cabanisi – Seen in the Yabello area on 28th and 29th.  
407  Red-headed Weaver Anaplectes rubriceps – 2 in Bishangari Forest and 2 in Yabello Wildlife Sanctuary. 
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408  Baglafecht Weaver Ploceus baglafecht – Seen at Geffersa Reservoir, Jemmu Gorge, Lake Ziway, Goba and 
Ankober. 

409  Little Weaver Ploceus luteolus – Just 1 seen at Bekele Molla Hotel, Lake Langano. 
410  Spectacled Weaver Ploceus ocularis – 2 at Lake Ziway and 2 in Bishangari Forest. 
411  Northern Masked-weaver Ploceus taeniopterus – 2 at Lake Hora. 
412  Lesser Masked-weaver Ploceus intermedius - Seen in Yabello Wildlife Sanctuary and Awash NP. 
413  Vitelline Masked-weaver Ploceus vitellinus – 1 at Lake Hora and 1 or 2 each day in the Negele/Yabello area. 
414  Rueppell's Weaver Ploceus galbula – 2 in the grounds of Bekele Molla Hotel at Langano plus 3 on the 

following day and 3 at Melka Ghebdu. 
415  Speke's Weaver Ploceus spekei – Seen around Negele on the 27th and on the 29th and 30th at Yabello Motel. 
416  Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea – Small flock at Koka Dam on 1st and in Awash NP. 
417  Yellow Bishop Euplectes capensis – 10 plus seen along road leading to Goba. 
418  Yellow-bellied Waxbill Coccopygia quartinia – 3 at Geffersa Reservoir, 8 in Harenna Forest and 2 at 

Ankober. 
419  Green-backed Twinspot Mandingoa nitidula – 1 at Wondo Genet. 
420  Abyssinian Crimson-wing Cryptospiza salvadorii – 2 in Harenna Forest. 
421  Red-cheeked Cordonbleu Uraeginthus bengalus – Common, seen each day in numbers between 2 and 6. 
422  Purple Grenadier Granatina ianthinogaster – 2 on journey to Yabello and 1 south of Yabello on the 30th. 
423  Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba – 6 seen at Awash NP. 
424  Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala – First seen at Lake Hora then 1 at Lake Langano before regular 

sightings from the 30th to end of trip. 
425  African Firefinch Lagonosticta rubricata – Just 2 at Wondo Genet. 
        [Zebra Waxbill]  Sporaeginthus subflavus – Seen only by Attila at Gibe Gorge on the 5th.  
426  Cut-throat Amadina fasciata – Flock of 6 at Awash NP on the 2nd and 3rd. 
427  Bronze Mannikin Spermestes cucullatus – 2 around Lake Langano and 2 at Wondo Genet on the 23rd and 24th. 

6 seen bathing at Awassa fish market. 
428  African Silverbill Euodice cantans – Just 1 in Awash NP. 
429  Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura – Singles at Koka Dam, Wondo Genet on the 23rd and 24th and on road to 

Negele.  
430  Eastern Paradise-whydah Vidua paradisaea – 5 in Awash NP on the 2nd and 1 on the 3rd. 
431  Straw-tailed Whydah Vidua fischeri – 2 at Chelekleka Marsh and 1 south of Yabello. 
432  Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeate – 4 at Lake Hora, grounds of hotel at Awassa and 4 at Melka Ghebdu.  
433  Yellow-crowned Canary Serinus flavivertex – 3 at Geffersa Reservoir, 1 at Wondo Genet and a small flock in 

the Harenna Forest.  
434E  Abyssinian Siskin Serinus nigriceps – 8 on the Sululta Plain, plenty seen on the way to Sof Omar and on 

Sanetti Plateau. 
435 African Citril Serinus citrinelloides – 1 at Wondo Genet on the 23rd and 24th, 1 in Harenna Forest and 2 on the 

way to Awash NP. 
436  Reichenow's Seedeater Serinus reichenowi – 2 at Lake Hora and 5 on the Liben Plain. 
        [Yellow-rumped Seedeater] Sernis xanthopygius – Seen only by Attila at Gibe Gorge on the 5th. 
437  Yellow-fronted Canary Serinus mozambicus – Few seen in Yabello Wildlife Sanctuary. 
438  White-bellied Canary Serinus dorsostriatus - Few seen in Yabello Wildlife Sanctuary. 
439E  Yellow-throated Serin Serinus flavigula – 2 seen at Melka Ghebdu. 
440E  Salvadori's Serin Serinus xantholaemus – 4 at Sof Omar. 
441  Streaky Seedeater Serinus striolatus – Common where seen on 7 days. 
442  Brown-rumped Seedeater Serinus tristriatus – Common where seen on 7 days. 
443  Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana – 2 in Jemmu Gorge. 
444  Cinnamon-breasted Bunting Emberiza tahapisi – 1 in Jemmu Gorge. 
445  Somali Bunting Emberiza poliopleura – 1 seen on the journey to Yabello and 1 the next day south of Yabello.  
 
 
The total number of birds seen on the trip, including the 4 sub species, was 449. Of this figure 26 were endemics or 
near emdemics out of a possible total of 31.  
If the birds Attila saw on his last day are added, the total becomes 454 and the number of endemics and near 
endemics seen increases to 28. 
 

 
MAMMALS 

 
The sequence follows that of Jonatan Kingdon’s African Pocket Guide to African Mammals 

 
1   Mantled (Guereza) Colobus Colobus guereza – Seen at Bishangari Forest and Wondo Genet. 
2   Olive Baboon Papio anubis – Regular sightings throughout the trip, sometimes troops of up to 40/50. 
3   Gelada Baboon Theropithecus gelada – Few seen at Portuguese Bridge in the Jemmu Gorge. 
4   Vervet Monkey Cercopithecus pygerythurus – Seen at Wondo Genet, Goba, Awassa, Awash and Bilen Lodge. 
5   Senegal Galago Galago senegalensis – 1 seen south of Yabello on the 30th.  
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6   Cape Hare Lepus capensis – 1 in the Abiyata-Shalla NP and 1 on our journey from Negele to Yabello. 
7   Ethiopian Hare Lepus fagani – Single seen at Yabello Wildlife Sanctuary, Awash NP and around Bilen Lodge.  
8   Ethiopian Highland Hare Lepus starcki – Just 1 seen on the Sanetti Plateau.  
9   Unstriped Ground Squirrel Xerus rutilus – A few around Yabello. 
10 Huet’s (Ochre) Bush Squirrel Paraxerus ochraceus – Just one around Lake Langano. 
11 Giant Mole-Rat Tachyoryctes macrocephalus – Plenty seen on Plains and Plateau. (Food for Ethiopian Wolf) 
12 Bat-eared Fox Otocyon megalotis – Just 1 seen on the way to Awash. 
13 Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas – 1 seen between Wadera and Negele. 
14 Ethiopian Wolf Canis simensis – Good and long sighting of 1 on the Sanetti Plateau. 
15 Slender Mongoose Herpestes sanguinea – 1 seen at Bilen Lodge on the 2nd. 
16 Spotted Hyaena Crocuta crocuta – 1 pointed out to us by woman workers as we walked down from the forest in 

the gathering dusk at Wondo Genet. Another 1 dead on main road by track to Bilen Lodge.  
17 Common Rock Hyrax Procavia capensis – Several on the escarpment at Lake Langano. 
18 Common Warthog Phacochoerus africanus – Several seen on the 25th and on the journey from Negele to 

Yabello. Common around the Bilen Lodge area. 
19 Lesser Kudu Tragelaphus imberbis – 1 seen on the journey from Negele to Yabello. 
20 Mountain Nyala Tragelaphus buxtoni – Plenty at Dinsho, at the Bale Mountains NP headquarters. 
21 Common (Bush) Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia – Seen at Dinsho, between Negele and Yabello, Yabello Wildlife 

Sanctuary and on journey to Awassa. 
22 Salt’s Dikdik Madoqua saltiana – Quite common around Bilen Lodge. 
23 Gunther’s Dikdik Madoqua guentheri – At least 4 seen between Negele and Yabello. 
24 Bohor Reedbuck Redunca redunca – 1 at the Koka Dam. 
25 Grant’s Gazelle Gazelle granti – Seen in the Abiyata-Shalla NP. 
26 Soemmerring’s Gazelle Gazelle soemmerringi – 2 seen in Awash NP. 
27 Gerenuk Litocranius walleri – 4 seen around Yabello on the 29th and 30th and near Bilen lodge on both 2nd and 

3rd.  
28 Beisa Oryx Oryx beisa – Large herd seen in the Awash NP on the 2nd and 3rd.  
 
 

 
 

Ethiopia (Simien) Wolf Canis simensis 
John Smallwood, November 2008 


